The 2007 Kenneth Myer Lecture
Is Polities Still a Vocation?
Michelle Grattan AO

Date: Thursday 9 August

Time: 6 pm

Venue: Theatre (followed by a
reception in the Foyer)

Bookings essential: (02) 6262 1698

Friends Monthly Book Club
Date: Tuesday 28 August

Time: 7 - 8.30 pm

Venue: Friends Lounge

For Friends of the National Library
only. This month's book is The
Memory Keeper's Daughter by
Kim Edwards.

Bookings: (02) 6262 1551 or
friends@nla.gov.au

For bookings, details of
membership and subscriptions,
contact:

Friends of the NLA

National Library of Australia
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Tel: (02) 6262 1698

Fax: (02) 6273 4493

Email: friends@nla.gov.au
Website: www.nla.gov.au/friends

Donald Friend (1915-1989)

Shoppers at Night, Bondi Junction Mall

(detail)
From ‘Ayam-Ayam Kesayangan'
Manuscript Collection MS 5959, Item 2
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his month sees the presentation of

one of the Friends' major annual

events—the Kenneth Myer Lecture. This
series was established in 1990 and named
after Kenneth Baillieu Myer AC, Chairman
of the National Library Council (1972-1982)
and a long-time friend of the Library. The
prescription for the lecture is simple and
based on the views of Kenneth Myer. As a
businessman and philanthropist with a wide
range of cultural and social commitments,
he saw the lecture as an opportunity for an
eminent Australian to make a significant
statement on a broad subject which was of
particular interest to them.

Distinguished Australians who have
delivered the Kenneth Myer Lecture in
previous years include the Hon. E.G.
Whitlam, Dr H.C. Coombs, Professor Fiona
Stanley, Emeritus Professor John Mulvaney,
Jillian Broadbent, Sir Gustav Nossal, the late
Harry Seidler, Tim Costello, and Geoffrey
Robertson QC.

This year's speaker is Michelle Grattan,
one of Australia's most respected political
journalists. Commencing her career at
the Age in 1970, Ms Grattan joined the
Canberra Press Gallery the following year.
She became the first female editor of a
metropolitan daily newspaper when she was
appointed editor of the Canberra Times in
1993, before returning to the Age in 1995 as
political editor and then moving on to the
Australian Financial Review and then the

SPECIAL OFFER

Sydney Morning Herald. In 2002, Ms Grattan
returned to the Age, and was appointed
political editor and bureau chief in 2004.

Michelle Grattan's career has been based
on a reputation for accuracy. Treasurer Peter
Costello, in his speech launching her book
Australian Prime Ministers in 2000, said that
Michelle Grattan 'is one of those journalists in
Canberra who is a demon for a fact ... she's
high maintenance, but she's always accurate.
And if Michelle states a fact, it's correct’.

The 2007 Kenneth Myer lecture will
be held at 6 pm on Thursday, 9 August.
With a federal election fast approaching,
Ms Grattan will be speaking on the very
topical subject, Is Politics Still a Vocation?
In this lecture she will explore whether
good people are being discouraged from
political life, and will ask if we are being too
cynical about our politicians. Have politicians
forfeited the trust of their constituents,
or are our demands simply unrealistic and
unachievable?

| do hope you'll be able to join us for what
promises to be a fascinating evening. By the
time this magazine goes to print the lecture
may well be booked out, but if you would
like to add your name to our cancellation
list, please contact the Friends office on
02 6262 1698 or via friends@nla.gov.au

SHARYN O'BRIEN
Acting Executive Officer
Friends of the National Library of Australia

Alan Moorehead: A Rediscovery

RRP.$2495 Sale Price $14.00

plus $7 postage and handling (no further discounts apply)

Send your cheque or money order to:
Sales & Distribution

National Library of Australia

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Phone 1800 800 100 to pay by credit card.

Offer ends 31 August 2007.

Only available to members of Friends of the National Library of Australia.

Please quote your membership number when ordering.
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ISBN 978-0-642-27649-0

pb, 185 x 185 mm, approx. 88 pp,
bé&w and colour illus.

RRP $19.95
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BY JOHN CLARK

A Banquet of Books serves up a feast for all tastes. Here's the 'smallest
book in the world" and the first edition of Samuel Johnson's dictionary.
Here, too, are some of the first accounts published about the proposed
colony of Australia, plus some of the earliest publications in our history,
along with beautiful bindings, recent limited edition printings, and a
selection of stunning books with breathtaking illustrations.

A Banquet of Books is part of the Collection Highlights series which
comprises beautifully illustrated and informative gift books that showcase
the breadth and range of the National Library's Collection.

Available from the National Library Bookshop or by mail order:
Sales and Distribution, National Library of Australia

Tel: 1800 800 100 ® Fax: (02) 6273 1084 ® Email: nlasales@nla.gov.au
Website: www.nla.gov.au/onlineshop ® ABN 28 346 858 075
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Australia in the 19th Century

Eyewitness accounts of
everyday life from new settlers
looking to build a better future.

Exhibition Gallery
Open 9 am -5 pm daily, free
Until 9 September
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Major William de Gillern, his wife Harriet and Miss Lucy Scott at

Rocky Hills probation station 1840s (detail) National Library of Australia




