
Special Offer 
Remarkable Occurrences: The National Library of Australia’s First  
100 Years, 1901–2001

RRP $59.95       Sale Price $35.00 
plus $7 postage and handling (no further discounts apply)

Send your cheque or money order to:
Sales & Distribution
National Library of Australia
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Phone 1800 800 100 to pay by credit card.

Offer ends 31 July 2007. 
Only available to members of Friends of the National Library of Australia. 
Please quote your membership number when ordering.

Despite the current drought conditions, 
Canberra has an international 
reputation for its unique landscape.  

Much of the credit for the greening of 
our city can be given to Charles Weston, 
an English horticulturalist who eventually 
became the Superintendent of Parks and 
Gardens in Canberra.

From 1911 to 1926, Charles Weston 
was given the task of establishing trees in 
the area that was to become the national 
capital, an area that at the time was an 
open, windswept, and largely treeless 
site. Weston faced many challenges in 
this task—the climate was harsh, the soils 
relatively poor and eroded, rabbits were in 
plague proportions, and conflict emerged 
between Weston and Walter Burley Griffin 
over the choice of suitable species for the 
project. Despite these difficulties, between 
1913 and 1926, Weston was responsible for 
the planting of two million trees and shrubs 
in Canberra, achieving strong seasonal 
colour effects and providing residents with 
protection from the bitter cold and hot 
dusty winds. Some of the best examples 
of Weston’s work can be seen in the 
plantings around Old Parliament House and 
Government House, and in the inner suburbs 
of Braddon and Reid.

This month, the Friends of the National 
Library, in conjunction with the Australian 

July Friends
Weston—a Life of Horticulture
A lecture by Dr John Gray, OAM

Date: Thursday 19 July 

Time: 6 – 7 pm, followed by  

light refreshments

Venue: Conference Room,  

National Library of Australia

Cost: $10 Friends and members of 

the Australian Garden History Society 

$15 non-members (payable at the door)

Bookings: (02) 6262 1698 or 

friends@nla.gov.au

Friends Monthly Book Club 
Date: Tuesday 31 July

Time: 7 – 8.30 pm, Friends Lounge

For Friends of the NLA only.  

This month’s book is Mr Pip by  

Lloyd Jones.

Bookings: (02) 6262 1551 or  

friends @nla.gov.au

For bookings, details of 
membership and subscriptions, 
contact:
Friends of the NLA

National Library of Australia

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Tel: (02) 6262 1698

Fax: (02) 6273 4493

Email: friends@nla.gov.au

Website: www.nla.gov.au/friends

Donald Friend (1915–1989)  
Shoppers at Night, Bondi Junction Mall 
(detail)
From ‘Ayam-Ayam Kesayangan’ 
Manuscript Collection MS 5959, Item 2

Garden History Society, will present the 
lecture Weston—a Life of Horticulture.  This 
lecture will be given by Dr John Gray OAM, 
a retired landscape architect who spent 
much of his professional career in Canberra. 
His last appointment was as the Director 
of Landscape Architecture for the National 
Capital Development Commission. Dr Gray 
has been researching Canberra’s landscape 
history for many years and has lectured and 
published books and articles on the subject, 
as well as completing a doctoral thesis on 
Charles Weston. 

To hear more about the fascinating career 
of Charles Weston and the history of the 
greening of Canberra, don’t miss this lecture 
by an expert on the subject. The event will 
be held at 6 pm on Thursday 19 July in the 
Conference Room at the National Library.  
Entry fee is $10 for Friends and Garden 
History Society members and $15 for non-
members, payable at the door. This includes 
light refreshments after the lecture.  To 
book, please contact the Friends office on 
(02) 6262 1698 or email friends@nla.gov.au.  
I hope to see you there.

Sharyn O’Brien 
Acting Executive Officer
Friends of the National Library of Australia

National Library of Australia
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Glimpses of Paradise 
The Quest for the Beautiful Parrakeet

By Penny Olsen

Glimpses of Paradise: The 

Quest for the Beautiful 

Parrakeet is a highly 

illustrated book in which 

author Penny Olsen follows 

the intriguing story of the 

Paradise Parrot, beginning 

with the first sighting by 

naturalist John Gilbert in 

1844, on the Condamine 

River in Queensland. Gilbert wrote to his employer John 

Gould, in London, describing his find as ‘without exception 

the most beautiful of the whole tribe I have ever seen 

in Australia’. Gould named it the Beautiful Parrakeet. But 

squatters had already begun to claim the parrot’s country 

and, by the 1890s, the parrakeet had disappeared from the 

record. In 1918, ornithologist and journalist Alec Chisholm 

launched a search for the parrot and, in 1922, the first and last 

photographs of the parrot were taken. The last confirmed 

observation was in 1928—yet claims of sightings continue  

to this day.

ISBN 978-0-642-27652-0 

pb, 250 x 220 mm, approx. 270 pp, b&w and colour illus. 

RRP $29.95

Tense Little Lives 
Uncollected Prose of Ray Mathew

Selected and Edited by Tom Shapcott

In the 1950s, Australian author 

Ray Mathew was a young 

writer with outstanding gifts. 

Seeking to escape difficulties 

in his personal life, Mathew 

left Australia in 1960, never to 

return. He continued to write 

until his death in New York in 

2003, and his work has rarely 

received the consideration 

it deserves. The National 

Library of Australia’s collections contain papers relating to 

Ray Mathew’s life and career and, in particular, unpublished 

manuscripts from which Tom Shapcott has selected and 

introduced for publication nine short stories and three 

chapters from the unpublished novel, ‘The Making of 

Andrew’. These works, written over 30 years, demonstrate 

many of Mathew’s strengths as a writer and illustrate 

that, though he published little after he left Australia, he 

continued to exercise his considerable and fluent gift  

for storytelling.

ISBN 978-0-642-27643-8 

pb, 210 x 136 mm, 340 pp, no illus. 

RRP $29.95

Available from the National Library Bookshop or by mail order:

Sales and Distribution, National Library of Australia 

Tel: 1800 800 100 • Fax: (02) 6273 1084 • Email: nlasales@nla.gov.au  

Website: www.nla.gov.au/onlineshop • ABN 28 346 858 075


