
NatioNal library oF australia

Help us build our Treasures Gallery

The National Library’s collection has been 

growing since its foundation in 1901, and 

contains many items of national importance. 

To make these more accessible to the public, 

the Library is planning a Treasures Gallery 

to showcase them, with accompanying 

interpretation and the highest standards of 

preservation. Telling the stories of Australia’s 

history and culture, the Gallery will be a 

must-see destination for all Australians. 

Each month, National Library of Australia News

will feature an item to be displayed in the 

future Gallery.

Your donation to the Treasures Gallery 

Appeal will help us realise our goal. 

Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.

National Library of Australia Treasures Gallery

To find out how you can donate, call the Development Office on 02 6262 1141 or email development @nla.gov.au. 
Alternatively, visit our website to download a Treasures Gallery donation form at www.nla.gov.au/supportus.

Treasure of the Month
The 1992 landmark decision of the High 

Court of Australia, known as the Mabo 

Case, takes its name from Torres Strait 

Islander activist Eddie Koiki Mabo, the 

principal plaintiff. The Mabo Case resulted 

in the recognition of native title and 

unleashed profound change in Australia’s 

legal landscape. The Library purchased 

Mabo’s extensive personal papers in 1995. 

The map (right) was given as evidence 

of land ownership in Mabo’s native title 

claim. It comes from barrister Bryan 

Keon-Cohen QC’s Mabo case papers 

which he donated to the Library in 1995. 

These two collections were inscribed on 

UNESCO’s Memory of the World register 

in 2001, recognising their significance 

as rare examples in world history of the 

recognition of pre-existing Indigenous 

traditional law.

Edward Koiki Mabo (1936–1992); hand-drawn map of various 
portions of land located on Mer, claimed, unsuccessfully, by 
Mabo during the case (detail); ink and colour felt-tip pen on 
paper; 32.5 x 20.4 cm; Manuscripts Collection, MS 9518

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

   

 

 

 

New members evening 
An evening event for all who became 

Friends of the NLA in 2007. 

Date: Tuesday 12 February 

Time: 5.30 – 7.30 pm 

Venue: Foyer 

Cost: Free 

Bookings: (02) 6262 1698 or 

friends@nla.gov.au 

Friends monthly book club 
For Friends of the NLA only. 

This month’s book is Restless by 

William Boyd. 

Date: Tuesday 26 February 

Time: 7.00 – 8.30 pm 

Venue: Friends Lounge 

Bookings: (02) 6262 1551 or 

friends @nla.gov.au 

canberra series lecture 
‘Searching for the Green Chapel’ 
Professor Ralph Elliott speaks on his 

search for the Green Chapel. 

Date: Wednesday 27 February 

Time: 12.30 – 1.30 pm 

Venue: Conference Room 

Cost: $5 (payable at the door) 

Bookings: (02) 6262 1698 or 

friends@nla.gov.au 

For bookings, details of 
membership and subscriptions, 
contact: 
Friends of the NLA 

National Library of Australia 

CANBERRA ACT 2600 

Tel: (02) 6262 1698 

Fax: (02) 6273 4493 

Email: friends@nla.gov.au 

Website: www.nla.gov.au/friends 

Donald Friend (1915–1989) 
Shoppers at Night, Bondi Junction Mall 
(detail)
 
From ‘Ayam-Ayam Kesayangan’ 

Manuscript Collection MS 5959, Item 2
 

February Friends
 
The Friends of the National Library’s 

Canberra Series lectures will continue 
in 2008, with the first one being held 

on Wednesday 27 February. The series is 
designed to highlight the depth of talent and 
experience of Canberra residents in all fields 
of endeavour. 

This year’s lecture series starts with 
Professor Ralph Elliott speaking about 
‘Searching for the Green Chapel’. Almost 
50 years ago, Professor Elliott began a 
search for the mysterious Green Chapel, 
as mentioned in the 14th-century poem 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, where 
King Arthur’s knight Sir Gawain was to 
meet the strange Green Knight, with whom 
he had entered into a perilous bargain at 
Christmas a year earlier. The poem is written 
in a West midland dialect with unusual 
topographical words which suggest that 
the poet’s Green Chapel was indeed an 
actual place with which he was familiar. 
This lecture details the linguistic and 
geographical detective work undertaken 
to find the chapel. 

Professor Ralph Elliott was born in 
Germany, educated in Scotland and has 
taught in five British and Australian 
universities. His main interests lie in the 
areas of medieval English literature, the 
history of the English language, runes and 
Thomas Hardy. He is a Fellow of the Society 
of Antiquaries of London, a Foundation 
Fellow of the Australian Academy of the 
Humanities and a Member of the Order of 
Australia, as well as Emeritus Fellow in The 
Australian National University’s Humanities 
Research Centre. 

‘Searching for the Green Chapel’ will 
be held on Wednesday 27 February, 
12.30–1.30 pm. You can make a booking on 
(02) 6262 1698 and there is an entry fee 
of $5, payable at the door. I hope to see 
you there to hear about a truly fascinating 
literary journey. 

sharyn o’Brien 

Acting Executive Officer 
Friends of the National Library of Australia 

special oFFer 
Little Book of Australian Gardens 

RRP $15.50       Sale Price $9.00 
plus $7 postage and handling (no further discounts apply) 

Send your cheque or money order to: 
Sales & Distribution 
National Library of Australia 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 

Phone 1800 800 100 to pay by credit card. 

Offer ends 29 February 2008 
Only available to members of Friends of the National Library of 
Australia. Please quote your membership number when ordering. 



   

 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

NatioNal library oF australia 

to
p:

 T
om

 B
as

s 
(b

.1
91

6)
, L

ib
ra

ry
 li

nt
el

 s
cu

lp
tu

re
 (d

et
ai

l)

Available from the National Library Bookshop or by mail order: 
sales and distribution, National library of australia 
Tel: 1800 800 100 • Fax: (02) 6273 1084 • Email: nlasales@nla.gov.au 

Website: www.nla.gov.au/onlineshop • ABN 28 346 858 075 
ISBN 978-0-642-27635-3 
hb, 280 x 230 mm, 156 pp 
b&w and colour illus. 
RRP $59.95 

AustrAliA in MAps 
Great Maps in Australia’s History from the national library’s Collection 

Australia in Maps is an essential read for all bibliophiles, cartographers and those who 

simply love beautiful books. Aimed at introducing readers to the breadth and diversity of 

the National Library of Australia’s collection of more than 600 000 maps of Australia, the 

countries of the world, the oceans and the skies, this richly illustrated book showcases 

some of the finest items from the Maps Collection. These range from exquisite manuscript 

maps and editions from celebrated European cartographic publishers of the seventeenth 

century to familiar contemporary products which aid our daily lives, such as tourist 

maps. Readers will discover the stories behind these maps—the dangers of traversing 

uncharted territories; the intrigue associated with competition for economic and strategic 

ascendancy; technological changes in map making and dissemination; and, above all, 

changes in human knowledge and representation of the world around us. 
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