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ABSTRACT

In 1998, AIATSIS purchased an integrated collection management system.  Part of the system implementation were the data conversion and migration of more than 7 separate databases across a range of item types including photographs, manuscripts, sound recordings, films, index to Australian newspapers, and a biographical index to published materials.  The records from all these databases were mapped into US MARC format, and migrated to the new system. 

This paper describes the development of authority files for the wide range of subject codes, geographic codes, gazetteer grid references, uncontrolled key words, language names, and language group names. 

Mura, the AIATSIS collections catalogue online

The implementation of Mura (Unicorn, a Sirsi product) involved the migration of data from many separate databases.  These contained the catalogue records of all materials held in both the AudioVisual Archives and in the Library.   Their separate existence continues to be reflected in Mura, as search options, as item types and as locations. 

These separate databases included the following 

Pictorial Images 

Sound Recordings

Video and Film

Australian Aborigines in the News 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Biographical Index.

The continued ‘existence’ of others can be seen in the Mura screens as search options and as item types such as Australian Aborigines in the News.

SEARCH USING

Choose one of the following:

    * EVERYTHING

    * BROWSING

    * ABORIGINAL BIOGRAPHICAL INDEX

    * FILM AND VIDEO ARCHIVE

    * PICTORIAL ARCHIVE

    * PRINT COLLECTIONS

    * RECORDED SOUND ARCHIVE

    * ELECTRONIC RESOURCES IN THE LIBRARY

Existing databases included variations in cataloguing standards, in use of controlled vocabularies, uncontrolled key words, subject codes and language codes.  As with most systems, Unicorn required preferred headings in authority files.  For our clients , standard Library of Congress headings and standard geographical divisions are insufficient, and in some instances inappropriate and possibly offensive.  Researchers requiregreater degree of specificity, particularly in the fields of native title, family history and linguistic research.

Like most systems, Unicorn required preferred headings.  This meant that all controlled and indexed access points required a preferred term.  Subject headings, uncontrolled key words, authors, collectors, depositors, language codes, occupations, language groups, language names and personal subjects were standardised.  Authority files were established and an inhouse thesaurus of topical headings was developed.

The availability of these via the AIATSIS catalogue, along with detailed annotations, makes the AIATSIS catalogue a wonderful research tool.  

The finished product is the result of many months of intensive work by many people, and of hours of consultation.  Paul Hodgson, from Informed Sources in Canberra, was employed as a consultant.  Paul has extensive experience in thesaurus design.  Also, he had developed a program called TEXTPERT, which was able to assign headings automatically according to specific rules for each term.

AIATSIS Library and Archives staff provided in depth knowledge of the collections.  Subject experts from the Research program and from other organisations provided expert advice in particular subject fields such as archaeology, linguistics, and anthropology.   Indigenous staff, researchers and clients provided important cultural information regarding the use of potentially sensitive terms.  

Other resources used included  

· APAIS thesaurus : a list of subject terms used in the Australian Public Affairs Information Service, National Library of Australia.

· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander thesaurus / compiled by Heather Moorcroft and Alana Garwood, Canberra, National Library of Australia, 1997.

· The ATSIC Library thesaurus

· List of occupations recommended for contributions to the Register of Australian Archives and Manuscripts (RAAM)

· The encyclopaedia of Aboriginal Australia : Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history, society and culture / Dr David Horton, general editor, Canberra, Aboriginal Studies Press for the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, 1994

· The Gazetteer.

The result was an online catalogue with a range of access points as follows 

· Author or Collector 

· Title 

· Personal subject 

· Topical Subject 

· Place

· Language Group 

· Serial Title 

· Library of Congress Subject.

In this paper, I will concentrate on language groups / languages, place and topical subject.

Language Groups / Languages 

The system required a preferred term for all headings.  As shown in this example, a limited number of variant spellings were fitted into to this format. There are over 800 language names in the AIATSIS catalogue compared with 106 headings listed on the Library of Congress web site, and 139 in the Kinetica web site for Australian subject headings.

Language/Language Group

Browsing the Catalog

2) ARRERNTE ARANDA LANGUAGE C8 NT SG53-2 [528]

3) see related headings for: ARRERNTE ARANDA LANGUAGE C8 NT SG53-2

4) ARRERNTE ARANDA PEOPLE C8 NT SG53-2 [1891]

6) see related headings for: ARRERNTE ARANDA PEOPLE C8 NT SG53-2

7) see related headings for: ARRERNTE LANGUAGE SOUTHERN C8 NT SF53-14

8) see related headings for: ARRERNTE LANGUAGE WESTERN C8 NT SF53-13

9) see related headings for: ARRERNTE PEOPLE SOUTHERN C8 NT SF53-14

10) see related headings for: ARRERNTE PEOPLE WESTERN C8 NT SF53-13.

Clients are able to use variant spellings to access the same records.  For example ARRERNTE ARANDA LANGUAGE C8 NT SG53-2 [528] contains the old language code and also the grid reference from the Gazetteer, and two spelling variations eg Arrernte and Aranda.  The language codes are useful for long term users of the AIATSIS collections, and the grid references are valuable for those engaged in native title and family history research. 

Linguistic expertise was invaluable during the development of these authorities.  Spellings have changed and continue to change.  It is not difficult to change the preferred term.  This does happen in response to requests from community and from researchers.  Any changes are documented and referenced.

Place

The decision was made to use the Gazetteer, and to encourage online use of the Geoscience Australia Place Names Search on the Geoscience web site http://www.ga.gov.au/map/names/  Details of the site are available through the Information Gateway within the catalogue.  Using the gazetteer as a reference, clients are able to search on the name of an individual soak or a distinct region such as the area covered by the Central Land Council. 

INFORMATION GATEWAY

Choose one of the following:

    * Library Catalogues

    * Family History Resources

    * Subject Resources

    * Native Title Resources

    * Reference Sources

    * Manuscript Collections

    * Pictorial Databases

    * Link to the AIATSIS Library Home Page

    * Picture Australia

    * Link to the Aboriginal Studies Press Catalogue

Where an Aboriginal name is known, it is added to the Gazetteer heading at the front.  

For example, LAJAMANU is added to the front of HOOKER CREEK CENTRAL NT SE52-8 SE52-12.  These are being added over time. Clients are able to search on the Aboriginal name, the grid reference and the ‘usual’ name with the same result.

Here is the Browse Headings listing for the term Northern Territory.

NORTHERN TERRITORY [6]

see related headings for: NORTHERN TERRITORY - CENTRAL NT

 see related headings for: NORTHERN TERRITORY - NORTH NT

NORTHERN TERRITORY NT [4505]

see related headings for: NORTHERN TERRITORY NT

NORTHERN TERRITORY TOP END NT [998]

see related headings for: NORTHERN TERRITORY TOP END NT

NORTHERN TERRITORY- CENTRAL NT [2766]

NORTHERN TERRITORY- NORTH NT [548]

Here are the cross references for Northen Territory – Central NT.

Catalog Lookup by Cross Reference

For Places NORTHERN TERRITORY - CENTRAL NT

1) search also under the broader term: NORTHERN TERRITORY NT

2) search also under the narrower term: AVON DOWNS MAP AREA CENTRAL NT SF53-4

3) search also under the narrower term: BARROW CREEK MAP AREA CENTRAL NT SF53-6

4) search also under the narrower term: BIRINDUDU MAP AREA CENTRAL NT SE52-11

5) search also under the narrower term: BONNEY WELL MAP AREA CENTRAL NT SF53-2

6) search also under the narrower term: FREW RIVER MAP AREA CENTRAL NT SF53-3

7) search also under the narrower term: GREEN SWAMP WELL MAP AREA CENTRAL NT TANAMI DESERT SE53-13

8) search also under the narrower term: HIGHLAND ROCKS MAP AREA CENTRAL NT TANAMI DESERT SF52-7

9) search also under the narrower term: LAJAMANU HOOKER CREEK CENTRAL NT SE52-8 SE52-12

10) search also under the narrower term: LAKE MACKAY MAP AREA CENTRAL NT TANAMI DESERT SF52-11

11) search also under the narrower term: LANDER RIVER MAP AREA CENTRAL NT TANAMI DESERT SF53-1

12) search also under the narrower term: LIMBUNYA MAP AREA CENTRAL NT SE52-7

13) search also under the narrower term: MOUNT PEAKE MAP AREA CENTRAL NT TANAMI DESERT SF53-5

14) search also under the narrower term: MOUNT SOLITAIRE MAP AREA CENTRAL NT TANAMI DESERT SF52-4

15) search also under the narrower term: MOUNT THEO MAP AREA CENTRAL NT TANAMI DESERT SF52-8

16) search also under the narrower term: NEWCASTLE WATERS MAP AREA CENTRAL NT TANAMI DESERT NORTH NT SE53-5

17) search also under the narrower term: SOUTH LAKE WOODS MAP AREA CENTRAL NT TANAMI DESERT SE53-9

18) search also under the narrower term: TANAMI DESERT CENTRAL NT SE52 SE53 SF52 SF53

19) search also under the narrower term: TANAMI EAST MAP AREA CENTRAL NT TANAMI DESERT SE52-16

20) search also under the narrower term: TANAMI MAP AREA CENTRAL NT TANAMI DESERT SE52-15

21) search also under the narrower term: TENNANT CREEK MAP AREA CENTRAL NT SE53-14

22) search also under the narrower term: THE GRANITES MAP AREA CENTRAL NT TANAMI DESERT SF52-3

23) search also under the narrower term: WAVE HILL MAP AREA CENTRAL NT SE52-8

24) search also under the narrower term: WINNECKE CREEK MAP AREA CENTRAL NT TANAMI DESERT SE52-12

more information: Defined as Central Land Council area

Topical subject thesaurus

The topical subject thesaurus is hierarchical.  It was based on the various subject codes that were developed over the years  since the establishment of the Institute.  Terms were imported from the ATSIC thesaurus, APAIS, and selected  key words were incorporated as necessary. 

Many new terms have been added over the past 5 years.  A particular example is in the area of native title, where there are over 50 separate headings, continuing over 5 screens.  These additional headings have been agreed to after much consultation with  the National Native Title Tribunal Library staff, , AIATSIS Library staff, and staff in the AIATSIS Native Title Research Unit.  It is beneficial having ready access to experts in the subject area.  

A review of proposed headings is done on an annual basis.  Proposed headings appear in capitals during the year.  Once a decision is reached, the appropriate authority work is completed and the individual records updated.

An extract from the hierarchical thesaurus used by staff.

Native title

> National Native Title Tribunal

> > National Native Title Tribunal - Mediation

> > National Native Title Tribunal - Registration

> Native title - Agreements

> > Native title - Agreements - Indigenous Land Use

> > Native title - Agreements - Regional

> Native title - Cases

> > Native title - Cases - Federal Court

> > Native title - Cases - High Court

> > Native title - Cases - Other courts

> > Native title - Cases -Mabo

> > Native title - Cases - Wik

> Native title - Claims

> Native title - Coexistence

> Native title - Common law / Case law

· Native title – Compensation

> Native title  - Determinations

> > > Native title  - Determinations - Australian Capital Territory

> > > Native title  - Determinations - New South Wales

> Native title - Economic aspects

> Native title - Extinguishment

> Native title - Future acts

> Native title - Law & legislation

> > Native title - Law & legislation - Australian 

> > Native title - Law & legislation - Overseas 

 > Native title prescribed bodies corporate 

> Native title representative bodies 

> Native title - Right to negotiate

 > Political action - Native title 

An extract from the alphabetical listing with authorised terms bolded.

Native title

Native title – Agreements

Native title – Agreements – Indigenous Land Use 

Native title – Agreements - Regional

Native title – Cases

Native title – Cases -  Federal Court 

Native title – Cases – High Court

Native title – Cases – Other courts

Native title – Cases – Mabo

Native title – Cases – WIk

Native title - Claims

Native title - Coexistence

Native title - Common law / Case law

Native title – Compensation

 Native title - Determinations- Western Australia

Native title – Economic aspects

Native title – Extinguishment

Native title – Future acts

Native title – Law & legislation 

Native title – Law & legislation – Australian Capital Territory

Native title – Law & legislation - Commonwealth

Native title – Law & legislation – New South Wales 

Native title – Law & legislation – Northern 

Territory

Native title – Law & legislation – Overseas 

Native title movement USE: Political action - Native title

Native title representative bodies

Native Title Tribunal USE: National Native Title Tribunal
Conclusion

The online catalogue is a unique resource.  To document at this level is costly to maintain.  It is valued by our clients.  It is used many times each day in answering client requests for bibliographies, in assisting clients to develop their own bibliographies, and in answering information requests.  In the coming year, it is planned to develop an online tutorial to assist remote clients to realise the full potential of the many search options.

Later in the year, AIATSIS will move to iLink, a new catalogue interface.   This will involve the first major review of screen designs and content.  To assist us in this process, we would welcome your feedback on the existing interface and its usability.  The address is http://mura.aiatsis.gov.au/
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