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Preface 

In 1971 the National Library of Aus
tral ia was presented with two remark
able col lect ions of photographs of 
Gundagai , an o ld-establ ished town on 
the Murrumbidgee River in New South 
Wales. The photographs, dat ing ap
parently f rom the 1890s and early 
1900s, were the gifts of two Gundagai 
residents, Mr A. C. Butcher and Mr 
O. I. Bel l , B.E.M., who had separately 
come into possession of roughly equal 
numbers of negatives. With some 
later addi t ions, the A. C. Butcher 
Col lect ion and the O. I. Bell Col lect ion 
in 1975 total led 898 negatives, all 
on 5 " x 4 " glass plates. 

The Butcher Col lect ion was found 
in the mid-1950s fo l lowing the pur
chase of premises in Sheridan Street, 
Gundagai , that had formerly be longed 
to Mr Samuel Young. Among some 
abandoned effects in the bui ld ings was 
the medical l ibrary of C. L. Gabriel 
(1857-1927), who had pract ised med i 
c ine in Gundagai f rom about 1889 
until his death. Together with the books 
were several boxes of glass 
negatives; f rom their subject matter, 
and f rom Dr Gabr ie l 's known interest 
in photography, of wh ich there is liv
ing memory, these negatives are pre
sumed to have been his work. 

Mr Butcher pr inted a few of the 
negatives and inc luded them in 1956 
in a book on the history of Gundagai ; 
in 1971 he generously presented the 
col lect ion to the National Library. A 
few months later Mr Bell , president of 
the Gundagai and District Historical 
Society, offered the National Library a 
similar col lect ion of negatives, wh ich 
in his belief were the work of several 
photographers: C. E. Weston, W. J. 
Bell (his father), a school teacher 

named Packer and Dr Gabr ie l . As wil l 
be seen f rom the plates in this b o o k — 
which are representative of the whole 
body of work except for two or three 
cl inical pho tographs—the Butcher 
and Bell Col lect ion negatives have an 
over lapping range of interest and sub
jects, and seem as if they might once 
have compr ised a single col lect ion of 
material that became d iv ided. Prob
ably it wi l l never be possible to iden
tify any of the negatives as being 
without doubt the work of one photo
grapher or another; but within the 
National Library the negatives have 
come to be spoken of col lect ively as 
the 'Gabriel photographs ' , and rightly 
or mistakenly it is to C. L. Gabriel that 
they are mainly attr ibuted. 

The glass negatives were printed 
over a per iod of months, in the inter
vals of other work, in the Photo
graphic Unit of the Library, under the 
supervision of David Reid. This was a 
slow process, because many of the 
negatives had deter iorated to the 
point at which their emuls ion was lift
ing, and many had such a wide range 
of contrast that it was diff icult to cap
ture every detail of the or iginal image. 
Reproduct ion negatives of uni form 
contrast were made of the Library's 
set of master prints as they were 
comple ted, so that the material can 
now, it is hoped, be preserved and 
dupl icated indefinitely. 

As the print ing went on, it became 
clear what a fine resource of visual 
history the National Library had been 
given, interesting for its intimate por
trayal of a country town at the turn of 
the century, and for the weal th of in
format ion it revealed about costumes, 
interiors and count less other detai ls of 

everyday life. The material is no less 
interesting in terms of photography, 
partly because it stands as such an 
early and such a substant ial body of 
work by an amateur: a father f igure, 
one might say, to count less Austral ian 
amateurs of later days. 

In 1973, f i fty-six of the photographs 
were publ ished in the National 
Library's engagement calendar for 
1974, Gundagai Days. This aroused 
much interest, wh ich encouraged the 
Library to plan the publ icat ion in a 
more permanent and serious form of a 
wider select ion of the material . In 1974 
Peter Quartermaine, lecturer in Aus
tralian Arts and Letters, University 
of Exeter, was invited by the Library 
to edit a select ion of the material . 
He was then at the Austral ian 
National University, Canberra, as an 
honorary visi t ing fel low engaged 
in research into early Austral ian 
photography. His introduct ion and the 
plates fol low. 
At the end of the book are some notes 
on the content of the plates 
contr ibuted by present and former 
residents of Gundagai , and 
offered for the interest of some 
readers, without c la iming that every 
detai l wh ich memory has recal led is 
infal l ible. 

G. Chandler Director-General 
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Introduction 

The t o w n of Gundaga i 
Gundagai , on the banks of the Mur-
rumbidgee River, is a town where a 
traveller can break his journey along 
the Hume Highway between Sydney 
and Melbourne. Since the early days 
it has been a s topping place: for 
d iggers on their way to the goldf ie lds, 
for teamsters br inging wool f rom the 
Riverina stat ions, for i t inerant bush 
workers in search of a job , a meal , or 
a town in wh ich to spend their 
cheques. Two groups of Abor ig ines, 
from the Lachlan and Murrumbidgee 
tr ibes, assembled per iodical ly by the 
river but by 1900 most of them had 
sett led on the Brungle mission, and 
came into town only for the annual 
agr icul tural show. 

The or ig inal site was surveyed on 
the hal f -mi le-wide alluvial flats on the 
north side of the river, between what 
is now Morley's Creek and the Mur
rumbidgee. About 1840 the first 
settlers took up their lots f rom the 
Government and the growth of the 
township began. When Dr Robert 
Davison's general store opened in 
1842, it was probably the only one 
between Yass and Melbourne. In 1843 
a post office was opened, and by 
1850 there were four hotels, several 
stores, a b lacksmith, a school , twenty 
houses and some tents. 

On the night of 23 June 1852, the 
Murrumbidgee f looded the sett lement 
to a depth of seventeen feet, destroy
ing seventy-one bui ld ings and d rown
ing e ighty-one inhabitants. Many 
people were saved by Abor ig ines liv
ing in the area. After this disaster the 
main township moved to the lower 
slopes of Mount Parnassus. Sheridan 
Street, wh ich had been the highest 

street in the or iginal town, now be
came the main street and remains so 
today in the northern township , fo rm
ing part of the Hume Highway. 

In 1858 the or iginal hospital was 
opened in Otway Street, and forty 
years later was still descr ibed in The 
Australian Handbook as 'a f ine c o m 
modious structure' , even though Dr 
Gabriel cr i t ic ised it in 1889 as 'faulty' 
in design and construct ion and 'ill 
su i ted ' to the requirements of a 
modern hospi ta l . In 1885 the popula
t ion of the town was over a thousand 
and the Literary Institute was recorded 
as hold ing six hundred and fifty 
volumes. 

In the 1850s Gundagai was the 
pr incipal town south of Yass on the 
Sydney-Melbourne road and travellers 
to the Victor ian goldf ie lds ensured its 
prosperi ty. In 1861 gold was found 
in payable quanti t ies at Spring Flat, 
near the town, and the d igg ings 
f lour ished for some fifteen years. 

The importance of the site as a 
natural crossing place was recog
nised f rom the first, and in 1865 the 
construct ion of a traffic br idge was 
begun to replace the punt ferry that 
had l inked the sett lements on the 
north and south banks of the river. 
In 1858 Francis Cadell in the steamer 
Albury reached the town f rom Ade
laide, and for many years afterwards 
vessels paid per iodic visits. The 
Platypus, special ly built for service on 
the Murrumbidgee, made several tr ips 
to Gundagai f rom Wagga Wagga dur
ing the 1879 season. On 21 July 1886, 
a railway line f rom Cootamundra to 
the northern township was opened, 
and on 12 October 1903 the line was 
extended south to Tumut, via a br idge 
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Charles Louis Gabriel 

constructed at Gundagai a longside 
the traffic br idge. 

The new hospi ta l , for wh ich Dr 
Gabriel had fought so f iercely, was 
opened the fo l lowing year and in 
1909 the mains water system came 
into operat ion in the town. 

Gundagai today retains much of the 
character captured in the Gabriel 
photographs. Road and rail br idges 
still span the Murrumbidgee valley, 
and Flood's stone flour mill erected in 
1850, stands below Sher idan Street. 
So too does the court house (burned 
down in the 1930s but faithful ly re
bui l t ) , Dr Gabr ie l 's o ld home 'Fonte-
noy', and the or ig inal hospital in 
Otway Street, wh ich has seen service 
as a maternity c l in ic and private dwe l 
l ing, and is now being privately reno
vated. Today the town has just over 
two thousand inhabitants. In Sheridan 
Street semi- trai lers have replaced the 
bul lock teams but the hotels, motels 
and cafes of the town still make it an 
important s topp ing place for travellers, 
now as then. Dr Gabr ie l 's photo
graphs are not only valuable for their 
int imate record of Gundaga i life at 
the turn of the century, but also pro
vide a perspect ive in wh ich to see 
the l iving communi ty of the present. 

Char les Lou is Gabr ie l , 1857-1927 
Dr Gabr ie l came f rom a fami ly whose 
connect ions with Austral ia go back to 
the early years of the nineteenth cen 
tury, and whose fortunes before that 
had been var ied . 1 The fami ly was 
French in or ig in, but his grandfather 
(who may also have been a doctor) 
marr ied a Jewish w o m a n and was 
forced by his fami ly to drop the fami ly 
name, of de Sense, and to take his 

wi fe 's name, Gabr ie l . Short ly before 
the French Revolut ion, they apparent ly 
emigrated to Mart in ique. 

Dr Gabr ie l 's father, also Charles 
Louis, was born in Mart in ique, West 
Indies, 2 and is bel ieved to have re
turned soon after 1800 to France with 
his mother and to have acqu i red 
medical qual i f icat ions. Family history 
next records him sai l ing to the Pacif ic 
with a French expedi t ion wh ich visi ted 
Sydney in the early years of the n ine
teenth century. Discover ing on his re
turn to France that his mother had 
d ied, he dec ided to return to Aus
tral ia, and may have come out with 
Major Kemp, who arr ived in Sydney 
on 2 December 1837 on the convict 
ship Asia, in command of the mil i tary 
gua rd , 3 and who subsequent ly ob 
tained him a medical post at Port 
Macquar ie . 

In 1845 Dr Gabr ie l senior is known 
to have sett led at Kempsey, on the 
Macleay River, 4 and it was probably 
here that he first met Rhoda Rudder, 
whom he marr ied on 12 June 1854. 
Rhoda's father, Enoch Rudder, was 
the virtual founder of Kempsey, hav
ing come f rom Monmouthshi re in 
England and taken over f rom one 
Samuel Onions a grant of land wh ich 
he then offered for auct ion in Sydney 
in November 1836. On one of the 
highest al lotments he built a house 
cal led 'The Hi l l ' , and on 31 December 
1836 sai led f rom Sydney for the 
Macleay, with his fami ly and posses
sions, on the chartered vessel 
Medena. 5 Enoch Rudder 's History of 
the Macleay and Origin and Present 
State of the Family of the Rudders 
(both in the Mitchel l Library, Sydney), 
contain much interesting informat ion 

on the sett lement of the Kempsey 
area. 6 The former, wri t ten in 1887, 
ment ions Major Kemp as still l iving at 
Kempsey, aged 94; perhaps it was he 
who suggested Dr Gabriel move to 
Kempsey f rom Port Macquar ie . 

Dr Gabriel seems to have owned 
considerable amounts of land in the 
Kempsey area, but in 1864 he suf
fered along with others who had 
lacked the foresight or the opportuni ty 
of Enoch Rudder when he built on 
high ground. Rudder recorded, 'At Dr 
Gabriel 's house at East Kempsey the 
river rose three feet six inches above 
the level of the verandah, the Doctor 's 
family, with that of Captain Thornton 
took refuge in Mr E. W. Rudder 's 
house on the hi l l . ' 

Dr Gabriel was clearly esteemed in 
the small communi ty ; he was pre
sented with an i l luminated address 
f rom the townspeople . A simi lar ad 
dress dated 28 December 1882 ex
pressed their grat i tude to him for a 
relat ionship lasting 'upwards of thirty-
three years ' and records that they also 
presented him with a buggy, wh ich 
they trusted he wou ld f ind useful. 

Charles Louis junior was born at 
Kempsey in 1857, 7 th i rd of thir teen 
chi ldren. A sister had d ied in infancy. 
Not much is known of his ch i ldhood, 
but a silver medal l ion now in the pos
session of his nephew records his 
winn ing the Materia Medica First Prize 
at the University of Edinburgh in 1884, 
so he wou ld seem to have just i f ied the 
expense of sending him to such a d is
t inguished insti tut ion. He also returned 
prompt ly to Austral ia, for on 10 March 
1886, Dr C. Louis Gabriel was entered 
in the register of medical pract i t ioners 
in New South Wales as 'Lie. R. Col l . 
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Dr Gabriel's study and familiar hats 

Phys. Edin. 1885, Lie. R. Col l . Surg . 
Edin. 1885 ' . 

Dr Gabr ie l ' s ear l iest recorded c o n 
nect ion wi th Gundaga i is an adver
t isement in the Gundagai Times of 14 
June 1887 wh ich announced that 
'Dr C. Louis Gabr ie l , Physic ian and 
Surgeon, may be consu l ted at Ch id -
gey 's Club House Hotel . Med ica l 
Ca rd ' . By the fo l lowing month Dr 
Gabr ie l a l ready had rooms 'ad jo in ing 
Ch idgey 's Club House Hote l ' , for on 
5 July he adver t ised for consu l ta t ion 
there, wh i le by 19 July he was ' reg is
tered by the Medica l Board of New 
South Wales; Med ica l Off icer to the 
Oddfe l lows Lodge , Gundaga i ' . He 
seems to have been a l ready wel l 
es tab l ished in the c o m m u n a l life of 
the town , for in November he at tended 
the hospi ta l ball in fancy dress, as 
'BA Abe rdeen ' and also a t tended the 
month ly adv isory meet ing of the G u n 
dagai Literary Insti tute, of fer ing to 
present the l ibrary wi th 'a copy of the 
Sydney Mail for a year at least ' . In the 
fo l lowing year he was appo in ted Gov
ernment medica l off icer to the Gun 
daga i hospi ta l . 

Dr Gabr ie l took over the hospi ta l at 
a dif f icult t ime. Dur ing 1886, the year 
before he came to Gundaga i , the 
Gundagai Times had car r ied many re
ports at test ing the unhappy state of 
affairs. A report by the Hospi ta l C o m 
mittee to the annual genera l meet ing 
of subscr ibers in January quo ted the 
op in ion of the Inspector of Char i t ies. 
Built many years ago, before the laws 
of sanitation were so thoroughly 
understood, it is in many respects 
unsuited for a hospital conducted 
upon modern principals [s ic ] . He 
suggested certain additions and 

alterations. 
The hospi ta l had been built in 1858, 
and the need for improvements was 
recogn ised by the commi t tee . The 
reason for its lack of act ion was ex
p la ined in the same report: 'Your C o m 
mittee . . . cannot but express their 
regret at the little interest taken by the 
publ ic in the affairs of the Hospi ta l , 
and the smal l amount of publ ic dona
t ions made towards its funds. ' 

Staff ing p rob lems were also wor ry 
ing the commi t tee . 
Various changes have taken place 
during the year, Dr O'Dwyer having 
resigned his appointment as medical 
officer to the institution, and on the 
9th of last September Dr Canny was, 
by a public meeting of subscribers, 
elected in his place; that gentleman, 
however, failing to make stay, and 
having resigned, the subscribers re
elected Dr O'Dwyer to fill the vacancy. 
Dr O 'Dwyer 's res ignat ion was re
quested at a specia l meet ing of the 
hospi ta l commi t tee held on 12 Apr i l 
and adver t isements p laced in the 
Sydney papers invited app l ica t ions 
for the pos i t ion of med ica l off icer, 
'such app l i ca t ions to be sent in by 
noon on Thursday, 22nd instant ' . 
The p rob lems of success ion were ap 
parent ly complex , for a newspaper 
report of 9 July noted that Dr Murphy 
was in charge of the hospi ta l , though 
Dr O'Dwyer was 'awai t ing the ap 
po in tment of his successor ' . The re
port of the commi t tee in February 
1887 made it c lear that th ings were 
still far f rom sat isfactory. 
There is . . . a falling off rather than 
any increase in public sympathy and 
support. Your committee have to re
port that during the past year the 

medical supervision has been subject 
to frequent change . . . Dr Freeland 
was in the end appointed presumably 
after Dr Murphy and your committee 
trusts that this period of change is 
now over. 
Dr Gabr ie l inher i ted this s i tuat ion the 
fo l lowing year, and a l though he ful
f i l led the commi t tee 's hopes for an 
end to the 'per iod of change ' as far as 
staff ing was conce rned , he e m p h a 
sised f rom the start the need for 
change in cond i t ions at the hospi ta l . 
Repor t ing to the hospi ta l commi t tee 
in February 1889, he expressed his 
d issat is fact ion with the bu i ld ing . 
Built thirty years ago, upon a site that 
required extra care and attention, it 
was from the first faulty in its con
struction and ill suited for the require
ments of a hospital in these days . . . . 
The kitchen, store room and wardens' 
offices have . . . passed beyond re
pair, and nothing but the construction 
of new buildings will meet the neces
sities of the case. 
He made it c lear to the subscr ibers 
that they wou ld be 'ca l led on to face a 
very cons iderab le out lay ' before they 
cou ld 'p lace their hospi ta l and its ap 
pur tenances in a proper cond i t i on ' . 
It was a cha l leng ing statement, and 
the co lumns of the Gundagai Inde
pendent of 1889 reveal some of the 
sal ient facts beh ind it. On 18 February 
Dr Gabr ie l had refused to admi t a 
fever pat ient to the genera l wa rd , and 
wi red to the Board of Health in Sydney 
'that he wou ld not endanger the 
health of the nurs ing staff by admi t t ing 
a fever pat ient to the general ward 
whi le the present system of d ra inage 
remained as it was ' . 

Faced with this s tand, the c o m -
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mittee announced on 11 March that it 
wou ld 'carry out his instruct ions to the 
letter' and wou ld meet the total bill of 
£ 1 4 . 1 7 

The Independent took a leading 
part in the dispute. Under the heading 
'Our Hosp i ta l—Commi t tee v. Doctor ' , 
it launched its own invest igat ion of 
condi t ions at the hospi ta l , and its f ind
ings certainly d id not suggest that 
Dr Gabriel was unreasonable in de
manding improvements. The ward 
was found to be 
bug-infested, and the bed supports 
have to be placed in tins filled with 
kerosene to keep these troublesome 
and disagreeable bed-mates out of 
the way . . . The operating room is a 
small apartment off the dispensary, 
and until quite recently there used to 
stand quite close to the operating 
table the safe in which were kept the 
butter etc. for the patients .... 

The cause of the 'storm in a tea
cup' we were taken to see. It is a hole 
some six feet deep, and bricked all 
round, and into it is poured the slops 
and refuse of the hospital. . . the 
inmates of the hospital must live in a 
lovely atmosphere. 
The Independent came out strongly in 
favour of the doctor. 
The Council seems not to care a 
tinker's curse about the abuse and we 
are pleased to see that there is at 
least one man in our midst who is de
termined to fight for this matter.... 
If the doctor stands to his guns he 
must win; common sense and de
cency are with him.18 

In 1895 the surgery wal ls were re
paired and an operat ing table was 
instal led. Four dozen ornamental 
shrubs were planted in the hospital 

gardens. 
Contemporary comment suggests 

that Dr Gabr ie l 's energy and out
spokenness were not character ist ic of 
the town. In 1896 the Gundagai Times 
remarked that ' things are so slow in 
Gundagai just now that we wou ld not 
be surpr ised if creat ion expired before 
tea t ime' . Three years later the Inde
pendent was even more cr i t ical . 
We are now referred to as a sleepy. 
people; our town is termed quaint and 
our actions peculiar. We let opportu
nities slip of shoving the town ahead, 
and nothing short of an earthquake 
will arouse the people from the day
dream in which they indulge, and 
bring them down to the basis of reality 
and sound common sense.'9 

In May 1896 a publ ic meet ing was 
cal led to d iscuss the impending visit 
of the Premier, Mr (later Sir George) 
Reid. Gabriel is reported to have said 
that he 'would like to see some re
sponsib le members of the Hospital 
Commit tee interview the Premier, with 
a view to gett ing the hospital subsidy 
pa id ' . When Mr Dodd MLC remarked 
that the c la ims for a road to Reno 
'should not be over looked ' , Dr Gabriel 
'ventured the opin ion that if they could 
only get the Premier to go to Reno, a 
road wou ld be made straight a w a y . ' 2 0 

Obtain ing adequate funds for the 
hospital f rom the publ ic was as much 
of a prob lem as ever, and people 
could show ingenuity, when faced 
with a col lector. 
Very few indeed refused to put some
thing in the various boxes, and pen
nies came in very handily. One man in 
town was selling ten pennies for a 
shilling, and soon had his supply of 
copper exhausted.21 

A record sum was however co l lected 
that day. 

From the local newspapers, it 
seems that Dr Gabr ie l 's photographs 
reflect the pace of life in Gundagai 
remarkably wel l . Many of them depict 
day- to-day social affairs within his 
circ le of fr iends, whi le unusual events 
receive the coverage they merit. One 
such event was a Masonic funeral in 
November 1899. As medical officer of 
the Oddfel lows Lodge, the doctor 's 
camera must have been directed with 
special care. His pictures capture 
something of the proceed ings ' 
strange solemnity. 
The funeral of the late Mr W. Dicken
son took place last Thursday after
noon, and it moved from his late resi
dence at four o'clock. Thirty-two 
Masons marched in front of the hearse 
wearing the regalia of the order, and 
the cortege was one of the longest 
ever seen here.22 

One of the most important events in 
the town from Dr Gabr ie l 's point of 
view must have been the open ing in 
1904 of the new hospital wh ich he 
had urged for over fifteen years. It 
was officially opened on 25 May, and 
Dr Gabriel the photographer recorded 
the event no doubt with sat isfact ion. 

Gabriel marr ied the w idow of 
W. Walton, Jessie Violette Young, on 
30 March 1891 in Sydney. His mar
riage cert i f icate descr ibes him as a 
bachelor. Friends suspected he had 
been marr ied before, but he never 
spoke of his first wife, nor of any 
chi ldren. His second marr iage pro
duced none, and if he felt the lack, he 
seems to have compensated with an 
energet ic interest in cultural and intel
lectual matters, earning a respected 
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position in the town as 'chief medical 
officer, student, scholar and . . . 
gentleman'. 
Dr Gabriel was certainly Gundagai's 
most talented man. Outside being a 
fine surgeon and a good doctor, he 
was a scholar of fine attainments—a 
man of high literary standing and deep 
learning. To spend an hour in com
pany with the doctor and listen to him 
as he talked on current literature, as 
he delved into the classics, and as he 
critically, yet fairly analysed the latest 
magazine features, was really like an 
hour spent in a high class school. 2 3 

The interest in town affairs revealed in 
his photography also found outlet in 
various communal activities. Some 
felt that the hospital inspired in him all 
the passion of a hobby: 'he certainly 
got a salary for the job, but for every 
shilling Charles Louis Gabriel drew 
from the hospital coffers he put in 
pounds' . 2 4 

In January 1927 local papers re
ferred to the doctor's ill health, and 
the hospital committee expressed the 
hope that he might 'long be spared to 
continue his good work'. By the end 
of the month, however, his condition 
had deteriorated to such an extent 
that surgery was necessary, although 
his spirit could still rise to wry 
humour. 
Dr Gabriel, pioneer medical man of 
the district, sums up his present con
dition briefly—'I'm full of gallstones 
and misery,' he says. So he goes into 
Gundagai Hospital for a few days, 
and then he's off to Tumut Hospital, 
where a brother medico, Dr Browne, 
will perform a rather dangerous 
operation on him. 2 5 

The doctor's health had apparently 

been 'going down hill' for some time, 
and he had made up his mind that 
only an operation could save him. 
The surgeons were Dr Claude Browne 
of Tumut and Dr Byrne of Gundagai. 
First reports indicated that the opera
tion had been successful and that he 
was doing well, but later the verdict 
was 'very little hope', and many of his 
friends from Gundagai motored to 
Tumut to 'bid him a last farewell'. 
Dr Gabriel died at 1 a.m. on 10 Feb
ruary 1927 aged 69, of post-operative 
complications after an appen
dectomy. 
The Gundagai Independent's obituary 
verse probably expressed the feelings 
of many townspeople. 
For He shall say, 'Your name in dust 

is hid, 
No thought or word has earned you 

immortality: 
Immortal only are the kindly things 

you did— 
Amen, I say, you did them unto Me. 2 6 

A tombstone was placed in the 
Roman Catholic section of the Gun
dagai cemetery; Willy Miaki, a Jap
anese cook in the town, erected a 
plaque to his memory on the gates of 
the Roman Catholic church. 

It is his photographs, however, 
never mentioned by the newspapers 
of the day, that have ensured the im
mortality of 'Gundagai's most talented 
man'. For the first time, perhaps, that 
talent can be properly appreciated. 

Photography in Australia 
This volume is intended to include as 
wide a range of subject matter as 
possible, from surviving negatives of 
good quality, to illustrate their import
ance in documenting the life of a 

country town at the turn of the century. 
The final selection thus reflects the 
aspects of life in Gundagai photo
graphed by Dr Gabriel, and his own 
preoccupation with hospital affairs, 
town events and portraits. Like most 
amateurs, he directed his camera 
according to his interests, and this 
selectiveness, once recognised, gives 
the collection a valuable personal 
perspective. 

The photographs provide a unique 
focus on the life of a single town over 
some twenty years, and a rich 
source of material for scholars. 
Photography's wealth is accessible to 
all; it is unfortunate that many recent 
books on early Australian photography 
have exploited the variety and imme
diacy of historical photographs with
out giving sufficient attention to the 
procedures and conventions of photo
graphy at the time. Although little Aus
tralian photography survives in nega
tive form, the amount of print material 
available from archival and other 
sources has often led to photographs 
being reproduced without the histori
cal context necessary to appreciate 
them fully. Thus, although some of the 
images created by early photo
graphers have become relatively 
familiar, the role of early photography 
in depicting Australian life and 
scenery, and the photographer's 
place in the social and artistic life of 
the time, are still not understood. A 
critical account of early Australian 
photography from the artistic and his
torical viewpoint has yet to be written 
and, until it is, a unique part of Aus
tralia's visual history will remain 
largely unappreciated for lack of the 
correct context in which to see it. 
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From its ear l iest days pho tography 
was impor tant in Austra l ia , as the only 
visual med ium wh ich p rov ided a 
mirror in wh i ch the ord inary 
Aust ra l ian cou ld see himself and his 
way of life ref lected, as wel l as an 
invaluable source of accura te visual 
impress ions of other parts of the land. 
The earl iest known pho tog raphy in 
Austra l ia was done in 1841 , portrai t 
work by a v is i t ing daguer reo type 
photographer , w h o t ravel led wi th his 
'Ref lect ing Appara tus ' f rom city to 
city, adver t is ing his arr ival in a d 
vance . The earl iest surv iv ing a lbum 
by a pro fess iona l pho tographer is 
Australia by Anto ine Fauchery, ten 
cop ies of wh i ch were issued in Me l 
bourne in 1858. It con ta ined fifty-
three pho tog raphs of pub l ic bu i ld ings, 
pub l ic f igures, go ld f ie lds , Abor ig ina ls , 
and l a n d s c a p e s — a se lect ion 
typ ica l of the many a lbums comp i l ed 
by profess ional pho tographers up to 
the turn of the century. 

Through innumerab le a lbums like 
Fauchery 's , the g row ing popular i ty of 
pho tog raph ic v iews and portra i ts, the 
many in terco lon ia l exhib i t ions, and 
the increas ing re l iance of the popu lar 
i l lustrated journa ls upon pho tog raphy 
a s a s o u r c e (a l though often unacknow
ledged) for their own engrav ings , the 
med ium exerc ised a cons iderab le in
f luence on the way Aust ra l ians saw 
themselves and their count ry in the 
late 1850s. Many reviewers commen t 
on the 'de l i cacy of deta i l ' pos 
sessed by these early pho tographs , 
and the ' truth of the p ic tor ia l reco rd ' 
they p rov ided was a va luab le cor rec 
t ive to the tendency of many wr i ters 
and painters to a c c o m m o d a t e Aus 
tral ian life and scenery to the expec

tat ions of the Engl ish reading publ ic , 
or the London Royal A c a d e m y . Wri t 
ing of its cover i l lustrat ion for May 
1860, the News Letter of Australasia 
c la imed it wou ld 
recommend itself to all old colonists 
by its faithful portraiture of Kennedy's 
Punt, Campaspe River. To those who 
assert that this colony is deficient in 
the picturesque, it affords an unquali
fied denial, the original sketch being 
taken by the aid of that invaluable 
delineator, the photographic appara
tus, it is free alike from the flattery of 
the artist or the adventitious charms 
of writing. 
The role of pho tography as a ' faithful 
w i tness ' can be seen in the context 
of the conce rn shown by t opog raph i 
cal art ists of the e ighteenth and early 
n ineteenth centur ies for the accura te 
dep ic t ion of typ ica l ly Aust ra l ian l and 
scape. By 1840, the year after the 
pho tograph ic process was made 
avai lable to the wor ld , p ic turesque 
and documenta ry v is ion had b lended 
to such an extent that, as Bernard 
Smith has put it, ' the art ist was able 
to publ ish a pa int ing wi th an appea l 
both for the scient ist and the man of 
taste ' . Yet whi le it is in genera l true 
that, wi th the in t roduct ion of the 
camera , ' sc ience adop ted pho to 
graph ic methods for mak ing its 
g raph ic records ; art became increas
ingly a veh ic le of personal expres
s ion ' , it was equal ly true that, 's ince 
the med ium was born, the best of 
pho tog raphers had been art ists, but 
they had , perhaps to their advantage, 
not often been to ld so ' . 

What Beaumont Newhal l te rmed 
' the fundamenta l belief in the au then
t ici ty of pho tog raphs ' has a lways 

g iven pho tography a 'psycho log ica l 
d i f ference ' c o m p a r e d to the other 
g raph ic arts, and Jack Cato has 
r ight ly st ressed the impor tance of 
portrai t pho tography in the 1850s in 
enab l ing fami l ies in Austra l ia to keep 
'in contac t ' wi th relat ives in Eng land . 
The members of the family felt they 
were no longer lost to each other in 
distant places. They could frame the 
little print for a place on the mantel, 
and as they saw their sons and 
daughters they had the feeling that 
they were still close to them . . . Here, 
beyond all the coloured statements of 
the written word, was the true picture 
that resolved the doubts and the 
worries. 
In count ry towns, on the go ld f ie lds 
and in the bush, the camera recorded 
its images wi th an at tent ion to detai l 
wh i ch gives them that qual i ty of reality 
pecul iar to pho tography . As Ol iver 
Wendel l Ho lmes noted in 1859, 
The very things which an artist would 
leave out, or render imperfectly, the 
photograph takes infinite care with, 
and so renders its illusions perfect. 
What is the picture of a drum without 
the marks on its head where the beat
ing of the sticks has darkened the 
parchment? 
The select ion of pr ints f rom the Ho l -
te rmann Col lec t ion pub l ished by 
Keast Burke in 1973 made known to a 
much w ider aud ience the superb 
qual i ty of much early documenta ry 
pho tography , but the imqor tance of 
such images at a t ime when Aus 
tral ians were 'search ing for ways in 
wh ich to def ine themselves as cu l 
tural nat ionals ' has stil l to be 
assessed. It is a measure of the 
l imi ted perspect ive wi th in wh i ch the 
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Austra l ian visual arts of the late n ine
teenth century have been seen , that 
representat ive wo rk such as the Ho l -
te rmann Co l lec t ion cannot be a c c o m 
moda ted in the accep ted v iew of the 
per iod , but appears rather as a m a g 
ni f icent excep t ion . Yet, in spi te of th is 
neglect of the pho tog rapher ' s art, it 
remains true that ' this pho tograph ic 
record has indel ib ly shaped Aus 
t ra l ia 's memor ies of its past'. 3 9 

The work of the early pho tog raph 
ers has been t reated th roughout 
main ly as a potent ia l source of i l lus
t rat ions to the pr in ted w o r d , and the 
value of documen ta ry pho tography , 
not s imply as in format ion but as a 
reveal ing record of a nat ion 's image 
of itself, has never been recogn ised . 
Pho tographs by early pho tographers 
in pub l ic co l lec t ions are stil l f i led 
under sub jec t head ings , w i th scant 
regard for the man w h o took the p ic
tures or for the fact that profess ionals 
of ten t ravel led for two days th rough 
mounta inous terrain wi th their heavy 
wet plate equ ipmen t in order to 
secure a s ingle v iew. 
Much of the cameraman's work was 
preparatory, prospecting for views. 
Perhaps this is the key to the excel
lence of these photographs. Perhaps 
the very despair of the photographer 
worked, in the long run, for him. 
Casual, promiscuous snapshooting 
was impossible. Every exposure was 
an effort.40 

Modern scho la rsh ip may have under
rated the impact of pho tog raphy on 
the way Austra l ia saw itself in the 
n ineteenth century, but even in 1967 
the Australian Monthly Magazine, re
v iewing the ' Landscape Photography ' 
at the Me lbourne Intercolonia l Exhi 

bi t ion that year, saw it as 
a most important branch of an inter
esting and valuable art, which but 
seldom calls forth in these colonies 
the powers of a critic's pen, or at
tracts the attention of art wor
shippers. 4 1 

Yet the off icial ca ta logue of the Exhi 
bi t ion recorded of the p ic ture gal lery 
that, 'on s ide wal ls , screens and in 
cases between the screens, are 
pho tographs upon pho tographs , their 
names be ing legoin'.42 

The popular i ty f rom 1857 of the 
carte de visite, a smal l pho tograph 
(or ig inal ly a portrait) the size of a 
visi t ing ca rd , boos ted the c i rcu la t ion 
of pho tog raphs in the country, and the 
in t roduct ion around 1885 of dry plate 
negat ives into Austra l ia made pho to 
graphy easier and more f lex ib le. A 
w ide range of hand cameras , need 
ing no t r ipod because of the faster 
dry p l a tes , 4 3 appeared on the market 
in the 1880s and by the early 1890s 
the pages of Austra l ian pho tograph ic 
journals reveal a wel l es tab l ished 
body of amateur pho tographers 
th roughout the country , ful ly conver 
sant wi th deve lopments in Europe. 

Dr Gabr ie l was one of these en thu
siastic amateurs, and the c o m p r e 
hensiveness of the record he made is 
an essent ia l aspect of the value of 
early photography. Some of his posed 
portrai ts have a per iod cha rm, whi le 
other pho tog raphs have a dramat ic or 
po ignant qual i ty wh i ch c la ims our at
tent ion, but in genera l it is his 
camera ' s abi l i ty to capture the peop le 
of Gundaga i in their day - to -day life 
wh ich makes his work important . His 
p ic tures are a visual record of peop le 
and events wh ich offer a un ique im

press ion of the pattern of life in a 
count ry town . 

In the same year that Dr Gabr ie l 
took up his post at Gundaga i hosp i 
tal , George Eastman, a manufacturer 
of pho tograph ic plates in New York, 
took out a patent on the name 
'Kodak ' , wh i ch he app l ied to a new 
and s imp le hand camera he had per
fec ted. Eastman 's revolut ionary idea 
was that anyone cou ld ' take' pho to 
graphs, and then return the camera 
comp le te to Kodak for p rocess ing . 
The or ig ina l roll f i lm had a paper 
base, but in 1889 the system was fur
ther improved by the in t roduct ion of 
n i t rocel lu lose f i lm and the poss ib i l i 
t ies of home process ing opened up. 
The era of the snapshot as we know 
it had b e g u n . 4 4 A pho tographer need 
no longer be a ski l led c ra f tsman, p re
par ing his g lass plates, deve lop ing 
them and pr int ing the p ic ture. The 
days of the 'art ist pho tographer ' were 
over; the only skil l necessary now 
was the opera t ion of a s imp le camera 
s imi lar in pr inc ip le (and appeal ) to 
that of today. The appearance of the 
Kodak camera made pho tog raphy the 
first genuine ly popu lar visual med ium 
— ' Y o u press the but ton, and we do 
the rest'. 

Dr Gabr ie l ' s pho tog raphs are 
among the first examples in Austra l ia 
of the snapshot p ic ture that the s i m 
pl i f icat ion of the hand camera was to 
make ever more popular , and it is 
impor tant to see that their va lue is 
inseparable f rom the amateur qual i ty 
that the pho tograph ic med ium 
encou raged . 

T ime has a l lowed us to see the 
beauty as wel l as the documen ta ry 
value of ear ly Austra l ian pa in t ing , and 
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to recognise the stark human impact 
of photographs such as those in the 
Holtermann Collection, but Dr 
Gabriel's pictures are perhaps still too 
close to our own times, to our own 
snapshots, for their historical import
ance to be seen in perspective. Yet 
their value as visual documentation 
could be compared to the sketch
books of naval officers, surveyors and 
amateur draughtsmen of the 
eighteenth and early nineteenth cen
turies, many of whom would certainly 
have used a camera, had it been 
available. 4 5 

It is fitting, then, that these photo
graphs now form part of the rich his
torical collection of visual material 
held by the National Library, where 
they can be studied in a perspective 
of which they form a small but unique 
part and to which they bring yet an
other dimension in the visual history 
of Australia. In George Eastman's 
words, they form 'a collection . . . 
these pictures may be made to furnish 
a pictorial history of life as it is lived 
. . . that will grow more valuable 
every day that passes'. 4 6 

The plates 
The plates printed here were selected 
from some 900 5" x 4 " negatives in 
the A. C. Butcher and O. I. Bell collec
tions in the National Library of Aus
tralia. Dr Gabriel was a keen amateur 
photographer, and many of the nega
tives are attributed to him by informed 
local residents, confirmed by the 
many pictures of hospitals and nurses 
in the collections. Many other pic
tures can be assigned to Dr Gabriel 
on the grounds of subject matter and 
style. 

Gabriel was not the only photo
grapher in Gundagai around 1900. 
Charles Edward Weston, the 'busy 
draper' whose shop appears in sev
eral photographs of Sheridan Street, 
had a photographic department and 
studio on the premises and was re
sponsible for processing Dr Gabriel's 
plates. He was commissioned by the 
Dunlop Tyre Company to take pic
tures of the Sydney to Melbourne 
motorcar reliability trial in 1905, Gun
dagai being an overnight stop, and he 
may be responsible for other photo
graphs in the collection. The nega
tives of public events, which Gabriel 
may have been kept from by hospital 
duties, may well be by Weston. His 
shots were printed on postcards and 
sold by the stationer, Ephraim O'Sul-
livan. Some of Weston's negatives 
are known to exist in Maitland, and 
publication of this book may throw 
more light on his work. His departure 
in 1910 for Maitland may explain the 
abrupt cessation of Gabriel's photo
graphic activities. 

Positive identification of Gabriel 
and Weston negatives would be of 
great interest, but it is not crucial to 
this book, which aims rather to make 
available a coherent selection of 
photographs illustrating the role of 
the camera towards the end of the 
nineteenth century. For this reason no 
detailed captions have been provided 
for the photographs; they speak for 
themselves. Their wealth of local de
tail has been confined to the 'Notes 
on the plates' at the end of the book. 

We do not know with what type of 
camera the negatives reprinted here 
were taken. Some prints in the 
National Library's collection show the 

shadow of the photographer and his 
tripod, while others show him appar
ently holding a box camera. By the 
1890s box cameras, holding a maga
zine of glass negatives, were avail
able in Australia, and many pictures 
included in this book suggest that a 
portable apparatus of this kind was 
used. Simple hand cameras were 
popular by the time Dr Gabriel came 
to Gundagai, as an advertisement by 
Baker and Rouse in the Pictorial Aus
tralian of December 1888 makes 
clear: 
What shall we give as a New Year's 

Gift? 
Why! One suitable to Lady, Gentleman 

or Child. 
A Photographic Outfit. 
The price quoted was 45 shillings. 
Such is the background to the photo
graphs printed on the following 
pages. 

Notes to the introduction 
1 I am indebted to Dr R. L. Gabriel of 
Sydney for much useful information 
on the family history. The written 
family records appear to have been 
lost with the death of his aunt, 
Mrs Adelaide Williams. 

2 Enoch Rudder ('Labori'), 'The Origin 
and Present State of the Family of the 
Rudders of the Macleay River of the 
Colony of New South Wales, calcu
lated to 1873', MS, Mitchell Library. 
Rudder records that his daughter, 
Rhoda Emma, born at Machen, Upper 
Monmouthshire on 10 February 1831, 
'married Charles Louis Gabriel, Sur
geon, a native of the island of Mar-
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t in ique, W. I . ' . A lso bir th cert i f icate of 
Dr Gabr ie l junior , Reg is t rar -Genera l 's 
Depar tment of New South Wales. 

3 For in format ion on Kemp, see J . H. 
Watson , 'Kempsey—ear l y set t lement 
on the Mac leay River', in Royal Aus 
tra l ian Histor ical Society, Journal and 
Proceedings, vo l . VII , 1921 , 
pp. 198-212. 
Other in format ion on Kemp, and a 
portrai t , is pub l i shed in Valley of the 
Macleay, The History of Kempsey and 
the Macleay River District by Mar ie H. 
Nei l , Wentwor th Books , Sydney, 1972. 
Records in the Mi tchel l L ibrary show 
that the Surgeon Super in tendent of 
the Asia was John G a m o n , Esq. 

4 Enoch Rudder, History of the Mac
leay, 1887. Mi tchel l Library. In Nei l , 
op . cit., he is ment ioned as 'hav ing 
a t tended several members of Sur
veyor Darke 's fami ly at Belgrave . . . 
as early as' 1855' , but Rudder c lear ly 
dates his arr ival as ten years pr ior to 
this. 

5 J . H. Watson , op . cit. 

6 See also two ar t ic les by John We in -
garth on 'The Discovery and Sett le
ment of the Mac leay River' in Royal 
Aust ra l ian Histor ical Society, Journal 
and Proceedings, vo l . VII, 1921 , 
pp. 175-98, and vo l . X, 1924, 
pp. 142-52. 

7 The meda l l ion awarded at Ed in
burgh in 1884 records his date of birth 
as 1858. His birth cer t i f icate states it 
was 25 June 1857, at Kempsey West. 

8 First Register of Medical Prac

titioners and Minute Book of the New 
South Wales Medical Board, 
1838-1854, p. 228. Mi tchel l Library. 

9 Gundagai Times for 1 and 18 
November 1887. Mi tchel l Library. 

10 At the t ime of wr i t ing , cop ies of the 
Gundagai Times for 1888 were not 
t raceab le at the Mitchel l Library, but 
an issue of 4 January 1889 a l ready 
refers to h im as the medica l off icer of 
the hospi ta l . 

11 Gundagai Times, 29 January 1886. 

12 Ibid. 

13 Gundagai Times, 5 March 1886. 

14 Gundagai Times 13 Apr i l , 4 June, 
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27 Jack Cato, The Story of the Camera 
in Australia. Georg ian House, Me l 
bourne, 1955, p. 2. 

28 The only surv iv ing copy of th is 
a lbum is in the La Trobe Library, Me l 
bourne. Some pho tographs f rom it are 
rep roduced in Cato 's book. 

In Richard Daintree, A Photographic 
Memoir (Jacaranda Press, Br isbane, 
in assoc ia t ion with the Austra l ian 
Nat ional University, 1965), G. C. 
Bol ton suggests that some of the 
pho tographs in the a lbum may be the 
work of Daintree. Bo l ton 's book is a 
fasc inat ing accoun t of the life and 
work of an early amateur pho to 
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respons ib le for his appo in tment in 
1872 as Agent Genera l for Queens
land. See also Cato, op. cit., p. 26. 
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no. 1 , 2 January 1858. 

31 For an unders tand ing of the re le
vance of early pho tography to de 
ve lopments in Austra l ian pa in t ing , the 
essent ia l work is Bernard Smi th 's 
European Vision and the South Pacific 
1768-1850, A Study in the History of 
Art and Ideas, C la rendon Press, 
Oxford , 1960. This work ends wi th 
the in t roduct ion of pho tography . 

See also Jack Cato, op. cit., chapter 
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and Daniel Thomas, 'Tom Roberts, 
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tudes to the Aust ra l ian landscape in 
Aust ra l ian l i terature is The Writer in 
Australia, A Collection of Literary 
Documents 1856 to 1964, ed i ted wi th 
commen ta r i es by John Barnes, 
Oxford Universi ty Press, Me lbourne 
1969. 

32 See Beaumont Newha l l , The His
tory of Photography from 1839 to the 
present day, Museum of Modern Art, 
New York, 1964. 

33 Smi th , op. cit., pp . 255-6 . 

34 John Szarkowsk i , The Photo
grapher and the American Landscape, 
Museum of Modern Art, New York, 
1963, p. 4. 

35 Newhal l , op . cit., pp . 6 8 - 7 1 . 

36 Cato, op . cit., p. 24. 

37 Atlantic Monthly, June 1859. 
Quo ted in Newha l l , op . cit., p. 71. 

38 R ichard Rudis i l l , Mirror Image, The 
Influence of the Daguerreotype on 
American Society, Universi ty of New 
Mex ico Press, A lbuquerque , 1971 , 
p. 31. The remark is made of Amer i ca 
in the 1850s. There are several l ines 
of app roach in the early chapters of 
Rudis i l l 's book wh i ch are of interest 
in an Aust ra l ian context . 

39 Bo l ton , op . cit., p. 1. 

40 Newhal l , op . cit., p. 80, wr i t ing of 

accoun ts of f ie ld pho tog raphy in the 
mid-n ine teenth century. 

41 Australian Monthly Magazine, 
vol . I l l , no. 17, January 1867. 

42 Me lbourne Intercolonia l Exhib i t ion, 
1866-7, Official Record, Gu ide to 
the Main Hal l . 

43 See Helmut and A l ison Gernshe im, 
The History of Photography, Thames 
and Hudson , London , 1969, chapter 
3 1 . 

44 The term 'snap shot ' appears to 
have been first co ined in May 1860 by 
an Engl ish manufacturer , A l f red 
Pumphrey, to descr ibe the noise his 
camera made. See Gernshe im, 
op. cit., p. 4 1 1 . 

45 See Bo l ton , op. cit., p. 5. 

46 Quo ted in Gernshe im, op . cit., 
p. 414. 

xx 



The plates 



1 View of Dr Gabriel's house 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-140


View from Dr Gabriel's house 2 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-575


3 Interiors of Gundagai houses 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-562


4 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-554


5 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-570


6 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-564


7 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-569


8 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-637


The Gundagai hospital 



9 The old hospital in Otway Street 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-530


10 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-531


11 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-513


12 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-21


13 The new hospital 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-489


14 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-723


15 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-194


16 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-476


17 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-504


18 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-523


19 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-478


20 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-501


21 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-512


22 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-508


23 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-506


24 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-261


25 Collecting for the new hospital 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-594


26 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-273


Scenes of Gundagai 



27 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-789


28 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-784


29 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-588


3 0 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-131


31 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-580


32 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-679


33 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-607


34 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-663


35 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-600


36 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-788


37 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-847


38 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-574


39 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-686


40 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-833


41 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-831


42 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-832


43 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-834


44 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-705


45 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-732


46 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-vn4929845


47 The 1900 flood 



48 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-798


49 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-724


50 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-731


Railway scenes 



51 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-vn4929841


52 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-766


53 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-905


54 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-760


55 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-755


56 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-768


57 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-754


58 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-vn4929838


Showgrounds, racecourse and goldfields 



59 Showgrounds 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-5


60 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-40


61 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-873


62 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-874


63 Racecourse 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-866


64 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-864


65 Goldfields at Reno 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-73


66 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-885


67 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-896


68 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-895


The Boer War and politics 



69 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-693


70 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-576


71 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-785


72 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-624


73 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-629


74 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-183


75 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-167


76 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-81


The Dunlop reliability trial 



77 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-863


78 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-377


79 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-602


80 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-77


Gundagai residents 



81 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-727


82 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-694


83 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-730


84 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-97


85 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-385


86 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-238


87 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-726


88 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-706


89 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-749


90 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-699


91 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-746


92 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-230


93 

NAtional Library publications
Image link
This image could not be located but two  similar  images exist at http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-117and http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-942

bferguso
Page removal
Unmarked set by bferguso



94 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-82


95 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-638


96 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-739


97 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-125


98 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-745


99 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-108


100 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-158


101 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-95


102 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-329


103 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-110


104 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-143


105 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-515


106 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-722


107 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-743


108 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-748


Gundagai pastimes 



109 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-877


110 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-882


111 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-881


112 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-855


113 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-247


114 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-9


115 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-891


116 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-87


117 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-vn4929790


118 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an8526479-120


Notes on the plates 

xi Dr Charles Louis Gabriel on his 
verandah at 'Fontenoy'. 

xii Dr Gabriel's surgery at 'Fontenoy'. 

1 View of 'Fontenoy' from the front. 
The occasion is the turning-on of the 
town's piped water supply in 1909. 
Toasting the venture (right) is Jeffrey 
Milburn Dodd, MLC, whose house 
'Tara' was next door. Another of the 
group would be Mr Refshaw, the engi
neer responsible for the construction 
of the reservoir on Mount Parnassus. 
Harry Gardiner is driving the doctor's 
sulky. 

2 The Royal Hotel and convent 
school, seen from Dr Gabriel's house 
'Fontenoy', on the corner of Homer 
Street and First Avenue. 

3 Dr Gabriel's desk, with his watch 
and cigar-case. The photograph 
above is labelled 'International Medi
cal Congress, Sydney, 1892'. 

4 Dr Gabriel's surgery and examining 
table. 

5 Sittingroom, probably at the Bruces' 
house, 'Strathallan'. Mrs Bruce's 
family, the Fergusons, came from 
Scotland; there is a photograph of a 
boy in a kilt on the wall. 

6 Gathering, probably at Dr Gabriel's. 
Far right is Mrs David Bruce, whose 
husband was the Clerk of Petty Ses
sions in Gundagai. At left is Arthur 
Podmore, an accountant with the 
Commercial Banking Company of 
Sydney, who married Mrs Bruce's 
sister, Elsie. Centre is Nurse Cross. 

7 Diningroom in the Bruces' house; 
on the wall at right is a picture of 
Mrs Bruce dressed in yellow, while 
on the right of the mirror is a series 
of photographs of David Bruce (top), 
his sons Nigel, Ernest and Allan 
(centre) and wife Alice (bottom). The 
overhead lamps were acetylene-
fuelled and designed by Ernest Bruce. 

8 Mrs Bruce at the piano at 
'Strathallan'. 

9 In the grounds of the old hospital in 
Otway Street, built in 1858. From left, 
a nurse, Dr Gabriel and Mrs Bruce. 

10 Three nurses by the front steps of 
the old hospital. 

11 Two nurses in the dispensary at 
the old hospital. 

12 A nurse Dr Gabriel often 
photographed. 

13 Opening the new Gundagai hos
pital. The foundation stone was laid 
on 13 January 1904. Mounted troop
ers can be seen at left, and Matron 
Young at the top of the steps. 

14 Nurses at the opening of the new 
hospital. Third from the right is Sister 
Anne Louise Morley, born about 1856, 
who ran a small private.hospital in the 
town and often assisted Dr Gabriel, 
particularly with the typhoid cases 
that abounded in summer. 

15 View of the completed new hospi
tal. Ten acres of land, and £1000, 
were donated by James Robinson of 
'Kimo'. 



16 At the new hospital; Matron Young 
conferring with two military gentle
men, one of them Colonel Ryrie, of a 
pastoral family from Michelago. Later 
knighted, Granville Laurent de Laune 
Ryrie (1865-1937) represented 
Queanbeyan in the New South Wales 
Legislative Assembly (1906-9), was 
Liberal MHR for North Sydney (1911-
22) and National Party MHR for War-
ringah (1922). He served with the 
Mounted Rifles in the Boer War and 
with the 2nd Light Horse Brigade in 
World War I. In 1927 he was appoint
ed Australian High Commissioner to 
London. The National Library holds a 
collection of the Ryrie family papers. 

17 A nurse relaxing, possibly on the 
verandah of the Family Hotel. Her 
photograph appears in Plate 3, on 
Dr Gabriel's desk. 

18 Nurse Cross in her room at the 
new hospital. 

19 Patients on the verandah at the 
new hospital. 

20 Bringing in a patient. During out
breaks of infectious disease such as 
measles, isolation wards were set up 
in tents in the hospital grounds, re
gardless of the weather. 

21 The wards at the new hospital; 
Matron Young (right) presiding. 

22 The operating theatre at the new 
hospital, Matron Young at right. The 
hospital, thanks to Dr Gabriel's pro
gressive ideas, had gas lighting some 
years before the town did; severe 
burns from kerosene lamps were still 

common there. 

23 An operation in progress at the 
new hospital. 

24 Matron Young at the new hospital, 
where she was the first matron. 

25 Collecting for the hospital. Funds 
were sought for its construction, and 
later Hospital Saturdays were held 
every so often to defray maintenance 
costs. Here Adelaide and Florence 
Marshall, daughters of another doctor 
in the town, are seen with some child
ren, probably their Renou nephew 
and nieces (see Plate 82). 

26 Matron Young (third from right) 
and helpers collecting money from 
Mrs Wallace Robinson (fourth from 
right), Wallace Robinson (second 
right) and John Walsh (second from 
left). 

27 Procession in Sheridan Street, per
haps on Empire Day. Marchers as
sembled at Beatty's Corner in Sheri
dan Street and proceeded to the 
showgrounds, accompanied by mar
tial music from the town band. There 
was massed singing of patriotic songs 
and an address by the mayor. Then a 
picnic lunch packed in paper bags 
was passed round by teachers and 
mothers, and the children carried 
mugs which were filled with raspberry 
and lemon syrup. 

28 This photograph was probably 
taken at the opening of the Boer War 
memorial, in front of the court-house. 
The drapery of another keen photo
grapher, C. E. Weston, is visible in the 

right background. The Ephraim O'Sul-
livan on the shop sign sold news
papers at the Gundagai railway 
station and was famed throughout the 
State for his cry, 'The Hage, the 
Herald, and the Hargus!' The old 
building with prize-fighters on its 
facade was at one time used as a sort 
of club where young men went to 
learn to box. The mounted soldiers 
are probably members of the Volun
teer Australian Light Horse. 

29 The Gundagai public school; 
Harry Dennis, the headmaster, at left. 

30 Jeremiah Leary, who kept the 
Criterion Hotel, succeeded by his son 
Ted and his grandson. 

31 Naismith's chemist shop at Reno 
goldfields, some time before 1900. 
Gold was first discovered in the area 
in 1861, at Spring Flat, by an Italian, 
Gaspard Billiardi. 

32 The rabbit-o on his way to the 
freezing-works with a load of 
carcasses. 

33 Licensee McCutcheon in the door 
of Walker's Family Hotel. Mac, the 
cockatoo, was notorious for its lan
guage, picked up from the men at the 
bar. Opposite the hotel Dr Mawson. 
brother of the Antarctic explorer, 
practised from 1906. 

34 In front of the Commercial Banking 
Company of Sydney building are 
Arthur Podmore (on the boy's left), 
Mrs Wilfred Palmer of 'Gnalta' (nee 
Robinson), her neighbour Laura 
Owen, and David Bruce. 



35 Troopers in front of the Bank of 
New South Wales, now demolished. 
Second from the right is Bill Luff, who 
served in the Boer War. The premises 
next door today house a comprehen
sive collection of Dr Gabriel's 
photographs. 

36 Masonic funeral, believed to be for 
a bank manager who committed 
suicide. Dr Gabriel was medical 
officer to the Lodge. 

37 Wirth's Circus comes to town. 
Once a year two special trains ar
rived, inciting small boys to play 
truant and help unload, in the hope 
of free tickets. The girls had to be 
content, from a vantage point in the 
convent-school playground, with 
watching the circus progress up 
Sheridan Street. 

38 View of Sheridan Street. The lane 
turning off by the Capstan sign led to 
Leary's Bridge, over Morley's Creek. 

39 Jabez Nicholls, grazier of 'Ed-
wardstown'; Charles Mudear, the 
saddler; and Sam Nicholls, grazier of 
'The Five Mile'. Though of a promin
ent pastoral family, the Nicholls liked 
to dress as swagmen when they came 
to town; note the ram's horn walking-
sticks. The W. Bibo on the sign behind 
them was a German bachelor who 
kept a hardware store in Gundagai 
and became an alderman. 

40 A load of timber coming along 
Sheridan Street; the Royal Hotel is on 
the left and Mount Kimo in the back
ground. Standing second from the 
right is Charles Fraser, solicitor and 

frequently mayor of Gundagai. 

41 The Angus coloured bullock team 
from 'Kimo' was the only Angus team 
in New South Wales and the bullocks' 
hind feet were shod. When tired, the 
whole team sank, still yoked, to its 
knees. The black poll team in front 
was only used in cool weather; it 
would not work in the heat. The 
drovers are 'Captain' Ted Sheather 
and his son Ned. 

42 The wool clip from Abingdon' , 
owned by Wallace Robinson (born 
1867); the bales are stencilled 
'W.A.R.', dating the photograph post-
1910. The Assembly Hall in the back
ground was not often used for meet
ings; it was too small, though sales
men displayed their wares there. 
Meetings and balls were always held 
in Tracy's Hall, next to Tracy's Club
house Hotel. Balls were held on two 
consecutive nights, the first for the 
adults (children could watch from the 
gallery if accompanied by their par
ents), and the second a fancy-dress 
ball for the children, ending at an 
earlier hour. A lavish supper was 
spread on trestle tables on the bal
cony of the hotel opposite and for 
weeks beforehand Miss Siefeldt's 
sewing-machines ran hot, making 
costumes. 

43 Boiler coming round Beatty's Cor
ner, on its way to the Johnson's Hill 
goldmine. The street from which it is 
turning was, until the great floods, the 
main road into Gundagai, and is now 
Kitchener Street. The saddler whose 
sign appears on the left was Bill Carr, 
who lived in First Avenue. 

44 Group of men around a motor
cycle, whose rider is said to be 
Tommy Brinstead. 

45 View of Gundagai from the com
mon. In the background can be seen 
the rear of the post office and the 
Royal Hotel. On the boy's left, at the 
edge of the town, is a gabled cottage 
belonging to John Clement Morley, 
who lived there before building the 
Royal Hotel, and lent it to accommo
date girl immigrants sponsored by 
Caroline Chisholm, until they could 
find domestic positions with settlers; 
they were known as 'Caroline Chis-
holm's Poddies'. Between the two 
gum trees on the right was the Noah's 
Ark Inn, appropriately washed away 
in the 1852 flood. To the left of the 
taller tree can be seen a long stone 
house, used by Nurse Morley as a 
private maternity hospital. The photo
graph may be tentatively dated pre-
1900, as many familiar buildings in 
the town have not yet been built. 

46 View of the 1900 floods. The Cor-
nett family later bought 'Carinya', a 
nearby property. Next to their store 
was a bakery and Chinese Mrs Ah 
Lee's sweet shop, on the way to the 
Literary Institute where Dr Gabriel 
was the founding spirit. Lamps like 
that shown were lit each night by 
Samuel Bayle, who carried his ladder 
round the streets, followed by a pro
cession of fascinated children. He had 
the foresight, when the 'pictures' 
came, to rent Tracy's Hall for show
ings. A piano accompaniment was an 
added attraction on Saturday nights 
at the Globe Pictures (adults one 
shilling). 



47 Major floods were common on the 
Murrumbidgee River until the Burrin-
juck Dam was built; in 1900 the water 
rose 33' 6". 

48 View of the road bridge spanning 
the 1900 flood. The building visible on 
the banks of Morley's Creek was once 
Flood's flour mill and then a freezing-
works preparing rabbit carcasses for 
export. 

49 View of the floodwaters from the 
south bank, looking north across 
Byron Street. The white-bearded man 
(centre) is Jeremiah Leary; the corner 
of the Criterion Hotel is visible at 
right, and standing nearby is red-
bearded Dennis Kenny, a farmer and 
brewer. 

50 Promenading on the bridge. Fine 
dresses and parasols were paraded 
before the young men of the town. 
The best-regarded and most expen
sive dressmaker was Miss Siefeldt, 
who lived with her mother in First 
Avenue. The nursemaids of 'better' 
families used the bridge to wheel 
their charges up and down. 

51 Building the railway bridge. This 
one-way line opened to Tumut in 
1903. In the background (right) is 
Kenny's brewery, and immediately 
behind the bridge C. E. Butcher's 
store, which was moved from its path. 

52 Outside the railway station. On the 
far right is R. McClemens, the station-
master. The mounted trooper on his 
left is Constable McElligott, who re
tired in Gundagai. A gruff Irishman, he 
was 'noted for picking up the wrong 

people' and once arrested, for dis
orderly conduct on the mail coach, a 
man who turned out to be the hang
man on his way to an execution at 
Yass, a neighbouring town. 

53 On the railway platform. Bill Wright, 
a stock and station agent in Gun
dagai, is posting a letter through the 
late-mail slot in the guard's van. 

54 The man at the left is J. M. Dodd, 
MLC; at right is Mr McPherson, of 
the Pastures Protection Board. 

58 Mrs Bruce and Arthur Podmore 
(far right) 'farewelling' Mrs James 
McEvoy and David Bruce on the train 
to Cootamundra. Dr Gabriel often set 
up such imaginary situations for his 
photographs, and meeting the train 
was a favourite diversion for the 
townspeople. Mrs McEvoy (Evelyn 
Mure, a chorus girl in J.C. William
son's Floradora) was later instru
mental in founding the Melbourne 
store George's. 

59 Mothers and children at the 
showgrounds. 

60 Man 'in drag' at the Gundagai 
show. 

63 At the races: the dresses and 
handbags date this about 1910. 

64 At the racecourse. 

65 The girl on the right by a bark hut 
at Reno goldfields is Ida Pearce, 
whose sister Alice was apprenticed to 
Miss Siefeldt, the dressmaker. On the 
left is Mrs Spiller, whose American 

husband was a dentist in Gundagai. 

66 Rescuing a pony from a mine-
shaft on the goldfields. 

67 Makeshift housing at the goldfields. 

68 Humpy at Reno goldfields. 

69 Troopers Jack Priddle and Bill Luff 
(right) are welcomed back from the 
Boer War, where Sergeant James 
Griffin of Gundagai was killed. Third 
from the left, carrying Priddle, is John 
Clement Morley, one of the town's 
aldermen, who lived on the corner of 
Virgil and Sheridan streets. Wearing 
a white button-hole and carrying 
Trooper Luff is Bill Carr the saddler. 
Sir William Lyne, Federal Member for 
Hume, can be seen in a top-hat at 
right. 

70 Scaffolding in front of the court
house, around the rising Boer War 
monument. Built in 1858, the court
house burned down in the 1930s but 
was rebuilt in the original style. The 
brick wall shown here was later re
moved, the better to display the 
memorial. Behind the court-house 
was the gaol, its great wooden door 
bearing a metal plate to cover the 
hole cut out by enterprising cattle 
duffers, who escaped with their con
fiscated booty and were about to 
destroy the evidence when they were 
recaptured. Foreground left is 
Mr Kyle. 

71 The unveiling of the Boer War 
monument by Sir William Lyne (1844-
1913), onetime Premier of New South 
Wales. He was also first Federal 



Minister for Home Affairs, Treasurer 
in 1907-8, and twice Minister for 
Trade and Customs. Ah Chee 's and 
Park's stores were later occup ied by 
Petrich brothers. There were many 
Chinese in the distr ict; 'K imo ' was 
c leared by Chinese labourers, and a 
joss-house was built at Bushel l 's Flat, 
on 'Ab ingdon ' . Chinese gardeners 
were at this t ime growing corn for 
James Robinson. 

72 Sir Wi l l iam Lyne (right) wi th 
Colonel Ryrie. Lyne's elect ion c a m 
paign was waged against poverty in 
the area; his s logan dec lared, 'Re
member, a title does not ruin a man! ' 

73 Arthur Elworthy, owner and editor 
of the Gundagai Times (left), wi th a 
member of his staff, George Gray, 
later editor of an Albury paper. 

74 A pol i t ical meet ing, perhaps, out
s ide the Royal Hotel, probably taken 
about 1910 when motorcars first 
began appear ing on the streets. 

75 J . M. Dodd, MLC (left), Arthur 
Elworthy (centre) and Sir George Reid 
(1845-1918). Reid was Premier of 
New South Wales in 1894, Prime 
Minister in 1904 and first Austral ian 
High Commiss ioner to London in 
1909. 

76 Cast ing a vote at the cour t -house 
on pol l ing day. At the top of the steps 
is David Bruce; further down , with his 
hands in his pockets, is Mr Fincham 
the pol ice magistrate. 

77 The Dunlop Reliabil i ty Trial passed 
through Gundagai in 1905; this shows 

contestant No. 24. Far right is Donald 
Turner, later a dentist in the town. 

81 A wedd ing at St John 's Church of 
England, built next to the old hospital 
in Otway Street. The rectory was built 
in 1883, and the vicar about the t ime 
of this photograph was the Rev. Harry 
Champion. 

82 Wedd ing portrait: back row is 
Mrs Henry Morton Marshal l and her 
daughters, Adela ide and Florence. 
The bride is Edith Marshal l and the 
groom Wil l iam Ashley Renou. The 
f lower-gir l is Dorrie Elworthy. Dr Mar
shall came to Gundagai in 1874 and 
built next to the Commerc ia l Banking 
Company bui ld ing; he also owned the 
Family Hotel at one t ime. After his 
death Dr Gabriel rented the upstairs 
f loor of his house and pract ised there 
till about 1912, before moving to 
'Fontenoy' . 

83 At 'K imo ' : James Robinson with his 
family. From left, Maude Robinson, 
Edith Palmer (who died whi le young) , 
Mrs Martha Robinson (James's 
second wi fe) , James junior (the 
present owner) , Judge Docker 's wife, 
Miss Hislop the governess, and J . W. 
Robinson. 

84 Ernest Weekes, a sol ici tor, with his 
wife and elder daughter, Constance, 
at their house 'Lyndale ' . Mrs Weekes 
was a noted worker for charity, and 
Dr Gabriel was a great f r iend of the 
family. 

85 The man has been tentatively iden
tif ied as Captain Edward Bruce, RN, 
on a visit f rom England. 

86 David Bruce with his wi fe (far 
right) and daughters Marjorie and 
Minna (far left). Dr Gabriel went to 
lunch each Sunday at their house, 
'Strathal lan' . 

87 Group in front of Cutcl i f fe the 
chemist 's . From left is Mrs Weekes 
with her daughter Constance, Ade 
laide and Flo Marshal l ; far right is 
Arthur Podmore. 

88 On Dr Gabr ie l 's verandah; Mrs 
Weekes standing right. In the cage 
Dr Gabriel kept canar ies; he also had 
a sea-gul l , an ibis, a cockatoo and 
ducks. 

89 Jack and Isabel Fraser on the front 
steps of their house, one of the 
earliest in Gundagai and built by the 
Payne family. Charles Fraser, their 
father, was a sol ic i tor and marr ied an 
heiress, a Miss Richardson of 'De l -
troit ' stat ion. 

90 Group outside the Ade long Cross
ing Hotel. Standing at left is Bil l S ib-
thorpe, a remi t tance-man who came 
of an old English family. His wife is 
seated at second left. 

91 A nurse f rom the hospital with 
Wal lace Robinson. 

92 Dr and Mrs Goodwin Hil l , who lived 
at 'Ba lmora l ' in Sher idan Street. 

93 Mrs Bruce and Nurse Cross. 

94 At Reno goldf ie lds. Maude Delicia 
Robinson, wife of Wal lace, and Mrs 
Davies, whose husband was manager 
of Reno Mines. The black cord on 



which Mrs Robinson wears her watch, 
tucked into her waistband, was a 
more modern fashion. 

95 Mrs Bruce and Matron Young driv
ing Dr Gabriel's sulky and pony, 
Belle, at the showgrounds. Mrs Bruce 
often drove the sulky, though the 
doctor himself was always driven by 
his lame groom, Harry Gardiner. 

96 In front of the Methodist church is 
Mrs Rose Baker, who taught the 
Robinson girls dancing. Her sister 
was married to Ormond Edwards, the 
police magistrate. 

97 Group of women in a garden: 
seated are Mrs Bruce (left) and Flo 
Marshall; standing (centre) are Mrs 
Weekes and Mrs Sam Moffitt (second 
from right), wife of the Bank of New 
South Wales manager. 

98 On Dr Gabriel's verandah: Barney 
Engelen, a jeweller from Antwerp, 
who named his house 'Maison 
d'Anvers'. 

99 Tim Nicholls, headmaster of the 
Gundagai public school, and his wife. 

102 David Bruce and his elder daugh
ter Marjorie in the yard of their house, 
at the corner of Otway and Hanley 
streets, where they lived before mov
ing to 'Strathallan'. St John's Church 
and the old hospital are visible in the 
background. 

103 Cyclists: Tom Field at left. 

105 At the new hospital: Matron 
Young with Dr Gabriel's pet monkey, 

Beppo, who lived in a cage in the 
yard and was later given to Nurse 
Morley. The boy at right is Wilfred 
Palmer's eldest son, Max. 

106 Flo Marshall with Dr Gabriel's 
cockatoo, behind the Marshalls' 
house in Sheridan Street. 

107 The chess game: a trick photo
graph using the same subject twice. 

108 Ted Sheather and his son Ned, 
with a large Murray cod. 

109 On the Weekeses' private tennis 
court. Fourth left is Monty Russell, 
manager for Davis and Kershaw at 
'Mount Horeb'. Note the fly-veil worn 
by the lady sitting front left. These 
helped prevent conjunctivitis and 
sandy blight in summer, and were 
usually of a green colour. The men 
wore them too, as eye diseases were 
rife; Dr Gabriel attached one to his 
pith helmet, worn with the white silk 
tussore suit he always sported in 
summer. 

110 At St John's tennis courts. At left 
is Mrs Arthur Elworthy; second from 
right Arthur Podmore, who owned the 
fox terrier. The lace veil about the 
lady's shoulders (right) dates this 
scene as an early one. 

111 Group at St John's tennis courts. 
Mrs Bruce is seated background 
right; second right is Vere Bond, wife 
of Dr Lyle Bond of Adelong, and far 
right Monty Russell of 'Mount Horeb'. 

112 In a paddock which is now Car-
berry Park, a group practises golf. 

Mrs Bruce is second from left, Mr and 
Mrs Weekes next to her. The 
Weekeses' house is seen in the 
background. 

113 Mrs Weekes wielding a golf club. 

115 At a picnic spot at Brungle Bridge, 
halfway to Tumut. Minna Bruce and 
Connie Weekes are paddling while 
(from left) Mr and Mrs Bruce, Matron 
Young and another nurse stroll on 
the river bank. 

117 Group by the river, with the rail
way bridge in the background. On 
the ground are Wallace Robinson and 
his wife; standing are James Cook, a 
grazier from Narrandera and Wallace 
Robinson's cousin, and Hessie Robin
son, Wallace's sister. 

118 Going round Mount Kimo, on the 
Nangus road. The mountain was 
sacred to the Aborigines, who sang a 
song about it, phonetically rendered 
as: 
Kimo, kimo, kimoleri, kimo 
Strimstream bobaleri, larribone kimo. 
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In 1971 the National Library of Austral ia was given some 900 glass nega
tives of Gundaga i , a small town by the Murrumbidgee River, on the main 
Sydney-Melbourne highway. Of the col lect ion found by chance, 120 
selected plates are reproduced in this book. 

T h e photographs were taken at the turn of the century and are believed 
to be the work of Char les Louis Gabr ie l , a doctor who added an exotic 
F rench f lavour to that loyal bastion of the British Empire, Gundaga i . Medi
cal men often used their knowledge of chemistry to attempt amateur pho
tography, and equipment was becoming easier for a non-professional to 
use. Gabriel was an enthusiastic and prolific cameraman. 

Gundaga i is immutably caught in his 'snapshots ' . Its streets, houses and 
shops are fixed permanently in photographic emulsion; its people turn to 
his lens their slightly sel f -conscious faces, found working or promenading 
or gossip ing, all intrigued with the novelty of themselves in pictures. 

Gabr ie l 's own interests provide a c loser focus: a new hospital, the nurses 
he worked with, the people who were his fr iends, and the interiors of their 
houses are all recorded. Between these scenes and more public events, 
the doctor drives in his smart sulky, a witness to marriages, funerals, 
f loods and elections, the coming of trains and c i rcuses. His eye and his 
camera give us a very special and quite irreplaceable record of Austral ian 
provincial life two generat ions ago. 

National L i b r a r y o f Australia 
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