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The Australian Women’s Weekly 
Fashion: The First 50 Years  

By Deborah Thomas  
with Kirstie Clements 
 
The Australian Women’s Weekly is an icon. It is one of the most loved and popular 

magazines in the history of publishing in Australia. Since 1933, it has informed and 

influenced the way Australian women dress, cook, knit, shop and look after their families. 

Current affairs and news have always been part of the editorial mix, and important global 

and local events have been featured on its covers and within its pages. They include the 

building of the Sydney Opera House; the role of women during the Second World War; 

the assassination of John F. Kennedy; the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II; the 

Melbourne Olympics; and The Beatles’ Australian tour.  

 

In recognition of the important role The Weekly has played in documenting popular 

culture and news events from an Australian perspective, the National Library of Australia 

digitised the first 50 years of the magazine through the online portal, Trove, effectively 

creating an archive of how Australians looked, behaved and lived their lives between 

1933 and 1982.  

 

The Weekly has featured the ever-changing trends of women’s fashion for over 80 years. 

This beautifully illustrated book celebrates the first five decades of the magazine’s 

coverage of Australian fashion. The author, Deborah Thomas, one of Australia’s most 

successful and experienced magazine editors and a former Editor-in-Chief of The 

Weekly, shares her insights into the magazine and Australian women from 1933 to 1982. 

She is joined by Kirstie Clements, author and former Editor-in-Chief of Vogue Australia, 

who adds her fashion expertise to the mix.  

 



 

 

 

‘Writing the book became a labour of love for us both, as we pored over the wonderful 

illustrations, nostalgic ads and glamorous fashion photographs featured in early editions 

of The Weekly, many of which are now published in this book,’ explains Deborah. 

 

‘It was fascinating to study these exquisite images and put them into the context of the 

cultural and political changes that influenced the designers and women of the time—to 

uncover elegant and often quirky fashion nuances that revealed so much about the role, 

aspirations and status of women in each decade, as seen through the pages of The 

Australian Women’s Weekly.’  

 

From the elegant outfits of the 1930s to the Hollywood-inspired evening gowns of the 

1950s, from the psychedelic patterns and micro-minis of the 1960s to the bold and 

bohemian styles of the 1970s, this book charts the development of Australian fashion.  

This trip through The Weekly’s first 50 years reveals how the evolution of fashion in 

Australia was also a reflection of changing times and the role of women in our society. 
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