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Celestial Empire: Life in China, 
1644–1911  
By Nathan Woolley 
Celestial Empire: Life in China, 1644–1911 is the catalogue accompaniment to the 
National Library’s summer 2016 exhibition. It provides a unique insight into the diversity 
of life in China during the last imperial dynasty. Through the lives of the Chinese people—
from the Dowager Empress to the humble market seller; from the mountains of the 
interior to the cities of Beijing and Shanghai; from the early years of the Kangxi Emperor 
to the twentieth century—the book examines nearly 300 years of Chinese life, culture and 
tradition that provided the foundations of modern China. 
 
The book includes material from the National Library of Australia and the National Library 
of China—the largest and most important library in the People’s Republic of China. It 
possesses spectacular and unparalleled holdings of ancient manuscripts, rare books and 
illustrated maps, most of which will be new to Australian audiences. 
 
Examples in the book include painted scrolls of scenic and sacred sites, colourful maps 
detailing a variety of landscapes, woodblock illustrations demonstrating extraordinary skill 
and artistic vision and delightful folk art used on festive occasions. 
 
The book covers works on Chinese opera, art, calligraphy, epigraphy, religion, social 
economics, medicine, astronomy, government, commercial treaties, Anglo–Chinese 
relations, travel and popular fiction. Experience China as it entered the modern age, with 
all the diversity of lived experience and cultural attainment brought vividly to life.  

 
Publication details 

ISBN 978-0-642-27876-0 (paperback)  
250(h) x 220(w) mm; 196 pp 
RRP $49.99 
This publication is available from our online shop and through bookshops nationally.  
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