
Closing off  fiction in cataloguing 
 



 
Library of  Congress Subject Headings 

�   Are a controlled vocabulary  created by the 
Library of  Congress 

�   Provide descriptive data 

�   Are coded into the 6xx fields of  MARC 
(MAchine-Readable Cataloging) records 

� Allow users of  the National Library catalogue 
to search and locate materials based on their 
subject   



MARC Record 



 
Public Access 

 



Why use Library of  Congress 
Subject Headings? 

 



 
 

2009-2010 November-April: 
  
  Total 3,850,000 searches 
  
  86,000 subject search criteria  
 
  50,000 subject browses 
 
  79,000 narrowed by subject facet 
 



Australian fiction and the 
National Library 



The Death of  Bunny Munro 
by Nick Cave 



The Death of  Bunny Munro 
by Nick Cave 

 



Fiction and cultural bias 
in Australia   

Do we want to put something about 
HISTORY in the title? 



Voss  



Tree of  Man 



Mills and Boon 



Collaborations 

�  Trove 

�  Publishers and Booksellers  

�  User-generated data 



Trove 



Publishers and booksellers 



User-generated  



Hierarchies of  data: 
RDA AND FRBR 

�  Current Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules, second 
edition (AACR2)  will be replaced by Resource 
Description and Access (RDA). 

�  Systems may eventually facilitate bibliographic 
clustering through the Functional Requirements for 
Bibliographic Records (FRBR) conceptual model. 

�  Hopefully this will quicken the time consuming task of  
subject analysis and lead to a decrease in the cost of  
cataloguing. 

 



Conclusion 

�  Library of  Congress Subject Headings as descriptive 
metadata is valuable to library catalogue records. 

�  Current policy could be improved and clarified. 

�  Contributing historical issues include budget and 
culture. 

�  There are ways of  overcoming these issues; 
collaborations and the possibilities of  RDA. 



 

 

“Metadata is inherently in the hands of  the individual creator but 
it is the duty of  the information agency to make certain the 

resource is available to the users.” 
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