
1 
 

EPC Exhibit 138-16.2 
 March 20, 2015 

 
THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

 
Dewey Section 

 
To:  Jonathan Furner, Chair 
  Decimal Classification Editorial Policy Committee 
 
Cc:  Members of the Decimal Classification Editorial Policy Committee 
  Karl E. Debus-López, Chief, U.S. Programs, Law, and Literature Division 
 
From:  Julianne Beall, Consulting Assistant Editor 

Dewey Decimal Classification 
  Library of Congress 
 
Via:  Michael Panzer, Editor in Chief 
  Dewey Decimal Classification 
  OCLC Online Computer Library Center, Inc. 
 
Re:  346.013 Capacity and status of persons 
 
Relocations 
 
From To Topic 
[346.0134] 346.013082 Women 
[346.0134] 346.0163 Married women 
[346.0135] 346.013083 Minors 
[346.0138] 346.0130874 People with mental illness and disabilities 

 
In EPC Exhibit 137-16.2 Re: 346.013 Capacity and status of persons, we proposed to regularize 
treatment of specific groups of people by (1) unbracketing 346.01308 to allow full use of T1—08 
Groups of people for specific groups of people and (2) relocating the special numbers for minors, 
women, and people with mental illness and disabilities to the numbers built with T1—08 Groups 
of people.  EPC approved this proposal. 
 
When we began to implement the proposed changes, we encountered difficulties with respect to 
marriage not addressed in the earlier exhibit. Consider the notes currently found at  
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346.0163 *Spouses 
 

Rights and duties 
 

Including legal status of homemakers 
 

Class here husband and wife, married people, people with the same rights and 
duties as spouses 

 
Class legal status of married women in 346.0134 

 
*Add as instructed under 342-347 
 
We looked at the literature and concluded that separating the legal status of spouses from the 
rights and duties of spouses is not useful.  We propose to change the scope note at 346.0163 to: 
Rights and duties, capacity and status.   
 
We also propose to bracket the relevant numbers under 346.013 and give them the same do-not-
use note: 
 
346[.01308655] Married people 
 
   Do not use; class in 346.0163 
 
346[.01308656] People in partnerships and unions 
 
   Do not use; class in 346.0163 
 
346[.01308659] Polygamists 
 
   Do not use; class in 346.0163 
 
We also propose to relocate the status of married women from 346.0134 to 346.0163. 
 
We considered relocating the legal status of homemakers to 346.01308864, the number for legal 
status of homemakers as an occupational group, but could find no literary warrant for the topic. 
We decided that the legal status of homemakers in relation to their role as spouses belongs in 
346.0163—it does not need to be relocated—and it also does not need to be mentioned.  Hence 
we propose to delete the including note.  We also propose to delete the Relative Index entry for 
Homemakers—legal status, but retain the Relative Index entries for Househusbands—law and 
Housewives—law, both pointing to 346.0163.  
 
We also believe that the legal status of separated and divorced people cannot usefully be 
separated from the rights and duties associated with separation and divorce. In the table of 
preference at 346.016, Divorce, dissolution, annulment, separation 346.0166 appears above 
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Spouses 346.0163; hence the rights and duties, capacity and status of spouses with respect to 
divorce and separation are classed with divorce and separation. We propose to bracket the 
relevant number under 346.013: 

346[.01308653] Separated and divorced people   
  

Do not use for divorced people; class in 346.0166. Do not use 
for separated people; class in 346.01668 

 
Another matter not discussed in the previous exhibit is where to put works on age of majority.  
We propose to put age of majority in a class-here note at 346.0130835 Young people twelve to 
twenty.  That is the age range where the age of majority falls in the majority of jurisdictions in 
the world.  We prefer a class-here note rather than an including note so that subdivisions by 
gender can be used if the focus is on age of majority for one gender: 
  
346.01308351 Males twelve to twenty 
 
346.01308352 Females twelve to twenty  
 
We also propose a scatter see reference at 346.0130835 to accommodate those few jurisdictions 
where girls reach the age of majority at eight and the many jurisdictions where twenty-one is the 
age of majority: 
 
For age of majority in jurisdictions where the age is different, see the age, e.g., jurisdictions 
where the age of majority is twenty-one 346.0130842 
 
In the schedule printout that follows, we include the records for 305.31 Men and 305.4 Women 
because they mention the old numbers for legal status as examples in scatter notes. To avoid 
having numbers built with standard subdivisions as examples, we have changed to a different 
example at 305.31 and have deleted the second example at 305.4. We include the record for 
344.044 Mental health services and services to substance abusers to show the class-elsewhere 
note giving the proposed number for legal status.  
 
We include these records for context and for their Relative Index entries: 
346.0166 Divorce, dissolution, annulment, separation 
346.01668 Separation 
 
We include this record for context: 
346.016 Marriage, partnerships, unions  
 
The index printout is limited to Relative Index entries pointing to numbers in 346 Private law. 
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305.31 Men

Class here interdisciplinary works on men, on males

For specific aspects of sociology of men, see 305.32–305.38. For a
specific aspect of men not provided for in 305.3, see the aspect, e.g.,
men’s clothing 391.1

305.4 Women

Class here interdisciplinary works on women, on females

For a specific aspect of women not provided for here, see the aspect, e.g.,
women’s suffrage 324.623

344.044 *Mental health services and services to substance abusers

Subdivisions are added for mental health services and services to
substance abusers together, for mental health services alone

Class capacity and status of persons with mental illness and disabilities in
346.0130874

346.013 *Capacity and status of persons

Capacity: the attribute of persons (personal or corporate) which enables
them to perform civil or juristic acts

Subdivisions are added for either or both topics in heading

Class individual rights in 342.085

346.013 08 Groups of people

346.013 083 Young people

Class here minors

346.013 083 5 Young people twelve to twenty

Class here age of majority

For age of majority in jurisdictions where the age is
different, see the age, e.g., jurisdictions where the age of
majority is twenty-one 346.0130842

346.013 086 5 People by marital status

346[.013 086 53] Separated and divorced people

Do not use for divorced people; class in 346.0166. Do
not use for separated people; class in 346.01668

346[.013 086 55] Married people

Do not use; class in 346.0163

346[.013 086 56] People in partnerships and unions

Do not use; class in 346.0163

*

*Add as instructed under 342–347
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[.013 086 59] Polygamists

Do not use; class in 346.0163

.013 086 91 People with status defined by changes in residence

Class liability of states to aliens in 341.26

.013 086 927 Offenders

Class the rehabilitation of a criminal’s personal rights
lost by judicial sentence in 345.077

For criminal capacity, see 345.04

.016 *Marriage, partnerships, unions

Subdivisions are added for marriage, partnerships, unions together; for
marriage alone

Unless other instructions are given, observe the following table of
preference, e.g., same-sex divorce 346.0166 (not 346.0168):

Divorce, dissolution, annulment, separation 346.0166
Spouses 346.0163
Actions before marriage, partnerships, unions;

requirements for validity 346.0162
Same-sex marriages, partnerships, unions 346.0168
Interracial marriages, partnerships, unions 346.016766
Intercultural marriages, partnerships, unions 346.016764
Interreligious marriages, partnerships, unions 346.016762
Marriages, partnerships, unions by number of

spouses 346.01672
Temporary marriages, partnerships, unions 346.01677
Partnerships and unions; common-law

marriages 346.01671

Class comprehensive works about a specific kind of marriage,
partnership, union with the kind in 346.0167–346.0168, e.g., same-sex
marriage and divorce 346.0168

.016 3 *Spouses

Rights and duties, capacity and status

Class here husband and wife, married people, people with the same
rights and duties as spouses

.016 6 *Divorce, dissolution, annulment, separation

Subdivisions are added for divorce, dissolution, annulment, separation
together; for divorce alone; for dissolution alone

Class comprehensive works about a specific kind of marriage,
partnership, union that includes divorce with the kind in
346.0167–346.0168, e.g., intercultural marriages, partnerships, unions
and divorce or dissolution of intercultural marriages, partnerships,
unions 346.016764

*

*Add as instructed under 342–347
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.016 68 *Separation

Including separate maintenance

*

*Add as instructed under 342–347
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A

 Adolescents
 legal status 346.013 083 5

 private law 346.013 083 5
 Aliens

 legal status 346.013 086 91
 private law 346.013 086 91

 American native peoples
 legal status

 United States 346.730 130 899 7

C

 Capacity (Law) 346.013
 United States 346.730 13

 Children
 legal status 346.013 083

 private law 346.013 083

D

 Deaf people
 legal status 346.013 087 2

 private law 346.013 087 2
 United States 346.730 130 872

 Desertion (Domestic relations)
 law 346.016 6

 Disability (Law) 346.013 087
 Disabled people

 legal status 346.013 087
 private law 346.013 087
 United States 346.730 130 87

 Dissolution of civil unions
 law 346.016 6

 Dissolution of domestic
partnerships

 law 346.016 6
 Divorce

 law 346.016 6
 Divorced people

 law 346.016 6
 Domestic partners

 law 346.016 3

E

 Ethnic groups
 legal status 346.013 089

 private law 346.013 089
 United States 346.730 130 89

G

 Gay men
 legal status 346.013 086 642

 private law 346.013 086 642
 Gays

 legal status 346.013 086 64
 private law 346.013 086 64
 United States 346.730 130 866 4

 Gender identity
 legal status 346.013 081

 private law 346.013 081

H

 Househusbands
 law 346.016 3

 Housewives
 law 346.016 3

 Husband and wife
 law 346.016 3

I

 Indigenous peoples
 legal status 346.013 089

 private law 346.013 089
 United States 346.730 130 899 7

J

 Juristic persons 346.013

L

 Lesbians
 legal status 346.013 086 643

 private law 346.013 086 643

M

 Majority (Age)
 law 346.013 083 5

 Marital rights 346.016 3
 Marriage

 law 346.016
 Married people

 law 346.016 3
 Mentally disabled people

 legal status 346.013 087 4
 private law 346.013 087 4

 Mentally ill people
 legal status 346.013 087 4

 private law 346.013 087 4
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 Minorities
 legal status 346.013 08

 private law 346.013 08
 United States 346.730 130 8

 Minors (Legal concept)
 legal status 346.013 083

 private law 346.013 083

O

 Older people
 legal status 346.013 084 6

 private law 346.013 084 6
 United States 346.730 130 846

P

 People with mental disabilities
 legal status 346.013 087 4

 private law 346.013 087 4

R

 Religious groups
 legal status 346.013 088 2

 private law 346.013 088 2
 Remarriage

 law 346.016
 Retired people

 legal status 346.013 086 96
 private law 346.013 086 96

S

 Separate maintenance 346.016 68
 Separated people

 law 346.016 68
 Separation (Domestic relations)

 law 346.016 68
 Slaves

 legal status 346.013 086 25
 private law 346.013 086 25

 Spouses
 law 346.016 3

 Status (Law) 346.013

W

 Wife and husband
 law 346.016 3

 Women
 legal status 346.013 082

 private law 346.013 082
 United States 346.730 130 82

Y

 Young adults
 under twenty-one

 legal status 346.013 083 5
 private law 346.013 083 5

 Young people
 legal status 346.013 083

 private law 346.013 083
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