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Friends
of the National Library of Australia

March 2011

Message from the Chair
Dear Friends

Welcome to the first edition of the Friends Newsletter for 2011.

Already, 2011 is shaping up as an interesting and stimulating year for the 
Friends of the National Library. There’s a new Director-General, Anne-Marie 
Schwirtlich, at the helm; the new Treasures Gallery is scheduled to open 
in early October, and it’s the Friends 21st birthday. We plan to celebrate 
this birthday, and welcome the new Director-General at a morning tea on 
Monday 11 April.

Looking back, the Friends AGM and Christmas Party, held on 6 December 
2010, was, as always, an extremely pleasant event. Highlights of the 
evening were the awarding of the 2010 Friends Medal to Linda Groom, 
former Curator of the Library’s Picture Collection, and the announcement 
of the award of the 2011 Friends Travelling Scholarship to Jennifer Lloyd, 
Manager of the Collection Preservation Section at the National Library.

I’d like to record our thanks to those members of the Friends Committee 
who completed their terms of office at the end of last year – Elizabeth 
Kennedy, Geoffrey Burkhardt, and Barbara Coe. Please accept our 
collective appreciation for your hard work on behalf of the Friends. 

The 2011 Committee elected at the AGM comprises: Lynette Adams,  
Greg Cornwell AM, Anne Davis, Phillip Dean, Margo Geering, Alan Ives, 
Joan Kennedy, Gary Kent, Sylvia Marchant, Robyn Oates, Margaret Pender 
and Tim Walshaw. 

The following positions were subsequently filled at the first meeting of the 
Friends Committee:

Chair – Joan Kennedy
Deputy Chair – Gary Kent
Treasurer – Lynette Adams
Newsletter Editor – Margaret Pender

The Director–General of the National Library and several senior Library 
staff are also members of the Friends Committee. They provide the Friends 
with enormous encouragement and wisdom and we look forward to their 
continuing support this year.

We will be circulating information about future Friends’ events and 
activities as details are firmed up.

Best wishes
Joan Kennedy
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New Director-General Appointed
On 11 February, Arts Minister Simon Crean announced the  
appointment of Anne-Marie Schwirtlich as the new Director-General  
of the National Library. 

Ms Schwirtlich has been CEO and State Librarian at the State Library 
of Victoria for the last eight years, and brings a wealth of relevant 
experience to this new role.  She has also worked in national and state 
cultural institutions, including Arts Victoria, the National Archives of 
Australia and the Australian War Memorial and has a deep knowledge  
of the National Library and its challenges.  

The new Director-General will take up her appointment in mid-March.

Friends Come of Age
The year 2011 is an important year for the Friends of the National  
Library of Australia (FNLA) as we celebrate our first twenty-one years.   
It is an opportunity to look back and to see how far we have progressed 
from our first member, the Rt Hon Gough Whitlam AC QC, to a current 
membership of 2070.

The FNLA was launched by Mr Whitlam at the inaugural Ken Myer 
Memorial Lecture on 5 April 1990. This was followed by a Friends 
Welcome Day on 7 April 1990 with the late Ruth Cracknell AO officiating.  
Approximately 2200 people attended and participated in a number of 
activities including behind the scenes tours.

Preceding the celebrations a Steering Committee had been set up by  
the National Library of Australia (NLA) on 10 November 1989 to develop 
the framework for the FNLA.  The Steering Committee was replaced  
by an elected Committee at the first annual general meeting held on  
5 December 1990.  Members of the first Committee included : 
Vanessa Fanning (Chair); Ian Castles (Dep Chair); Marion Halligan;  
Bill Mandle; Frank Thompson; Peter Sekuless; Barry Aldrich; Jan Fullerton 
(NLA); Warren Horton (Director-General NLA); and Secretary-Treasurer 
Beatrice Brickhill (NLA). 

The Library has been very supportive of the Friends and continues to 
provide funding for our Executive Officer, accommodation and many 
other services.  The most recent of these is the modern Friends lounge 
which replaced the ground floor lounge last year, and long time Friends 
will remember its first incarnation on the mezzanine level.

One of the objectives of the FNLA is to support the work of the NLA.   
As the organisation has grown it has been able to do this in a range of 
ways.  An obvious example is our support for the new Treasures Gallery.  
Since July 2001 the Friends have donated $52,000 towards the new 
Treasures Gallery and the organisation is now recognised as a Silver 
Treasured Partner.

A special gift in the form of a donation of $10,000 towards the Oral 
History Wall is another contribution from the Friends to the Gallery.   
Our gift will be acknowledged on the Wall. 

Anne-Maree Schwirtlich’
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Another very successful initiative is the Friend’s Fellowship awarded to a 
NLA staff member for an overseas study tour.  Since 2006 five Fellowships 
have been awarded with a combined worth of $50,000 and both the 
recipients and the NLA have benefited.

Each year, in addition to the Ken Myer Memorial Lecture, the Friends 
celebrate the work of an eminent figure in the world of Australian 
literature and publishing.  Other cultural and social events, such as white 
gloves evenings, lectures by prominent authors, researchers and poets, a 
monthly book club and day trips to places of interest, are also organised 
by the Friends.

To celebrate our 21st birthday a morning tea is to be held in the Friends 
Lounge at 11am on Monday 11th April when we will also meet the  
NLA’s new Director-General Anne-Marie Schwirtlich. We do hope as 
many of you as possible will be able to attend.

Lynette Adams
Treasurer

2010 Friends Medal
The winner of the Friends Medal for 2011, announced at the Friends AGM 
on 6 December 2010, was Linda Groom, former Curator of the National 
Library’s Picture Collection.  Linda was unable to accept the award in 
person as she was researching overseas at the time.

Linda has contributed very significantly to the National Library over 
many years.  As Curator of the Pictures Collection for 12 years, Linda 
oversaw the acquisition of major photographic collections, including 
the Wolfgang Sievers and Peter Dombrovskis Archives.  She was Chair 
of the 2008 VIVID Festival, which brought the work of over a hundred 
photographers to Canberra during a three month period. 

In particular the Friends recognise her contribution to the acquisition of 
one of the National Library’s most significant collections, 56 watercolour 
paintings believed to be by First Fleet artist George Raper, with her 
research on the subject culminating in the publication of her book  
First Fleet Artist, George Raper’s Birds & Plants of Australia. Linda is currently 
researching and writing a book on behalf of the Library on John Hunter, 
Admiral and Governor of New South Wales. 

The Friends also recognise Linda’s ongoing support for the activities of 
the Friends of the National Library. Under her leadership, the Pictures 
Collection has supported the Friends through the provision of treasures 
to be displayed at highly popular White Gloves Evenings, and by giving 
talks and lectures.

Linda Groom retired from the Library in February but undoubtedly she 
will maintain a strong association.  In fact, Linda will present a Canberra 
Series Lecture on her research into John Hunter on Friday 20 May at 
12.30pm (further details later in this newsletter).  

 

Jan Fullerton presents Linda Groom  
with a Meritorious Service Award,  
13 May 2005
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Friends Submission to the  
Intergovernmental Committee on Parking 
Parking at the National Library has become more difficult over recent 
years due to increases in the number of people working in the 
Parliamentary Zone and the growing popularity of the five cultural 
institutions located in the area. 

This has a direct impact on many of our members, and in December 
2010 the Friends Committee contributed a submission to the 
Intergovernmental Committee on Parking in Parkes, Barton and Russell.  
This was in response to a discussion paper on parking in these areas 
circulated by the National Capital Authority.  When developing the 
response, the Friends Committee noted that the National Library does 
not own any of the parking lots surrounding the building, unlike many of 
the other cultural institutions, so any changes to parking in the area will 
particularly affect Library users. 

The Friends submission comments on the discussion paper’s assumption 
that all ‘commuters’ to the Parkes area are employed workers. It also 
points out that many Friends and other visitors to the Library are aged 
55 plus, and may not be able to cycle or catch buses. A ‘one size fits all’ 
solution is not appropriate.  The introduction of pay parking would have 
a negative impact on many Friends. It may simply shift the burden to 
those less able to pay or access alternative forms of transport. In this 
sense it discriminates against the elderly and the infirm.  The introduction 
of short term parking at the expense of unlimited parking may curtail the 
amount of time Friends and visitors could spend at the Library.

The discussion paper’s public transport solution also has a number of 
flaws which were commented on in our submission. It ignores the fact 
that Canberra bus services outside peak hours are intermittent and slow, 
and that getting to the Parliamentary zone from the suburbs could 
involve catching several buses.

The Friends submission also suggests providing better signage about 
parking availability for cultural visitors. 

The Intergovernmental Committee is now considering submissions on 
the issue and it is expected that a consultation report will be released  
in the first half of 2011. 

Staffing Changes in the Friends Office
After almost 6 months in the position, we have had to say farewell to 
Friends Administrative Assistant, Janet Berenyi.  Janet has moved to a  
full-time position at another cultural institution, and we wish her well  
in the new job.  

Carolyn Mueller joined us as the new Administrative Assistant in January.  
Carolyn’s wealth of experience in a variety of industries including finance 
and human resources have already led to some system improvements 
in the office.  Carolyn can be contacted for membership and event 
enquiries on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 12:00–5:00pm. 
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RECENT EVENTS

New Members Evening 2011
Seventy-five people attended the annual Friends New Members 
Evening on Monday 7 February, mostly new members plus some of 
the Friends Committee and Library staff. Joan Kennedy, the Chair of the 
Friends Committee, began the proceedings by welcoming the new 
members with a short speech in which she introduced herself, the other 
Committee members present, and Sharyn O’Brien, the Friends Executive 
Officer. She then ran through the program of events planned for 2011, 
including the two Canberra Series Lectures to be held in the first half of 
the year given by Janet Jeffs, chef and owner of The Ginger Room and 
Ginger Catering, on our relationship with food, and Linda Groom on her 
recent research on John Hunter, Captain of the First Fleet and second 
Governor of Australia, in the preparation of a new edition of the Hunter 
sketchbook, to be published by the National Library later this year. The 
big event of the year, the opening of the new Treasures Gallery was also 
announced as scheduled for early October. Very exciting.

The guests were then invited to mix and mingle and enjoy the 
conversation along with Bookplate’s tempting refreshments, which 
everyone did with enthusiasm. Many guests took the opportunity 
to enjoy an interesting behind-the-scenes tour of the Library led by 
education manager Brendan Dahl. This brought the evening to a 
successful and satisfying conclusion.  

Sylvia Marchant

Building Works at the National Library
Work on the Treasures and Exhibition Galleries and new entry to  
the Main Reading Room has made good progress since it began in  
mid-December.

The hoarding has been erected around the construction site on the 
ground floor, with graphics directing visitors through to the Main 
Reading Room.  The hoarding is quite substantial and has been 
constructed using sound insulating materials. This is designed to 
minimise noise to the Main Reading Room and has proven quite 
successful to date.

Site sheds and access roads have been installed on the grass at the 
south-west corner of the building allowing contractors to come and  
go without impacting on Library operations.  Before Christmas, a large 
area of collection material directly below the construction site (on LG1) 
was covered with plastic. This included some of the Closed Access 
Collection and the Australian Rare Books stack.

Site work recommenced on 10 January after the Christmas break. The 
main focus in January and early February was demolition, including 
removing floor coverings, ceilings, any existing walls and doors, 
showcases and the large circular desk at the old entrance to the Main 
Reading Room.  Most of the demolition work was done after hours to 
avoid major noise while the Library was open, but work essentially went 
on 24 hours a day.  

Start of demolition: taken from the back corner 
of the old Friends Lounge

During demolition: old Friends Lounge 
walls removed, looking through to the old 
exhibition gallery

Demolition complete: space of new  
Treasures Gallery and Exhibition Gallery
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It’s not uncommon during building refurbishments, particularly on older 
buildings such as the Library, to find a number of unexpected structures 
and fittings during the demolition phase and the project encountered 
a few of these.  During this work two large concrete block walls, which 
formed part of the Visitors Centre structure, were exposed.  They have 
been demolished to make way for the new Main Reading Room entry. 
Another discovery was a vast number of redundant electrical cables 
from previous refurbishments hidden in the ceiling space. They will be 
removed during this project.

The demolition phase is now complete, and work has begun on the 
installation of walls, floors and ceilings which will take a considerable 
time to complete. Work is progressing on schedule.

Temporary Closure of the Bookshop
Due to necessary air conditioning works in the ceiling of the Bookshop, 
the National Library Bookshop will be closed from Saturday 26 February 
until Monday 8 March. The online shop will still be operating during  
this time: http://shop.nla.gov.au/ .  

The Library apologises for any inconvenience this work may cause.

Gundagai Revisited  
Friends of the Library who went on one of the day tours to Gundagai  
and district in 2009 will be pleased to learn that the tour leader –  
Peter Luders – has written a delightful book entitled Gundagai and  
The Lands of the Two Rivers.

The book initially explores the prehistory of the region, with its millennia 
of indigenous occupation, followed by European settlement. At its heart 
lies the town of Gundagai , its name synonymous with goldmining and 
bushranging, disastrous floods, fires and droughts, and linked to the 
creation of iconic verse and song.

It describes the history of the town, and its families, together with the 
stories of some of those who lived in the surrounding valleys – in the 
“Lands of the Two Rivers” – its story reaching down to the present time.

The book is available at the Library Bookstore, and also at Paperchain.

Margot Geering 

View through what will be the new Main 
Reading Room entry

Visitors Centre during demolition with ceiling, 
showcases and circular desk removed
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Canberra Series Lecture 
People have such fear of food
In recognition of Women’s History Month

Janet Jeffs, chef and owner of Ginger Catering and The Ginger Room, 
speaks about our relationship with food.  

Friday 24 March, 12.30pm
Conference Room, $5 Friends and non-members
Bookings required: 02 6262 1698 or friends@nla.gov.au

Friends Book Club
A monthly literary discussion, run by Friends members.

29 March Brooklyn by Colm Tóibin

19 April Truth by Peter Temple  
(please note that the April meeting has been brought  
forward a week due to the ANZAC Day public holiday)

24 May no meeting due to the Autumn Book Club lecture  
(see details below)

28 June Lacuna by Barbara Kingsolver

7pm, Friends Lounge
Free for members
Bookings required: 02 6262 1698 or friends@nla.gov.au

21st Birthday Celebration
Join us for a morning tea with cake and champagne to celebrate the 21st 
birthday of the Friends of the National Library.  Speakers will include past 
Committee members and the National Library’s new Director-General, 
Anne-Maree Schwirtlich.

Monday 11 April, 11:00pm
Conference and Brindabella Rooms, 4th floor
$15 Friends and non-members
Bookings required: 02 6262 1698 or friends@nla.gov.au

Canberra Series Lecture
A Constant Endeavour – researching the life  
and art of Governor Hunter
In preparation for the Library’s publication of a new edition of the  
Hunter sketchbook, Linda Groom has been researching the life and art  
of John Hunter, captain of the First Fleet and second governor of 
Australia. The research included two months in Britain. In this talk she 
describes the challenges of the research and writing – from the soporific 
effect of ships musters to the controversies of performance assessment 
of colonial governors.

Linda Groom is the former Curator of the National Library’s Picture 
Collection, having worked in the position for 12 years.  During this 

Captain John Hunter,  
engraving by Daniel Orme,  
ca. 1766-1802, nla.pic-an9631633

Janet Jeffs’
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time Linda oversaw the acquisition of major photographic collections, 
including the Wolfgang Sievers and Peter Dombrovskis Archives.   
She was Chair of the 2008 VIVID Festival, which brought the work of  
over a hundred photographers to Canberra during a three month 
period. She also contributed to the acquisition of one of the National 
Library’s most significant collections, 56 watercolour paintings believed 
to be by First Fleet artist George Raper, with her research on the subject 
culminating in the publication of her book First Fleet Artist, George Raper’s 
Birds & Plants of Australia. Linda Groom was awarded the 2010 Friends 
medal for her significant contribution to the work of the National Library.

Friday 20 May, 12:30pm,
Conference Room, $5 Friends and non-members
Bookings required: 02 6262 1698 or friends@nla.gov.au

Special Lecture
The Garden of Ideas 
Presented in association with the Australian Garden History Society

Richard Aitken tells the inspiring and engaging story of Australian 
garden design, based on his new book The Garden of Ideas. From the 
imaginings of emigrant garden-makers of the late-eighteenth century to 
the concerns of twenty-first century gardeners, this lecture covers four 
centuries of design.  

Richard Aitken is currently co-editor of Australian Garden History 
(quarterly journal of the Australian Garden History Society).   
His previous book, Botanical Riches, was published in 2006 to popular 
and critical acclaim.

Thursday 12 May, 6 pm
Conference Room, $10 for Friends and AGHS members / 
$15 non-members (includes light refreshments)
Bookings required: 02 6262 1698 or friends@nla.gov.au

Autumn Book Club Lecture
100 years of Peter Pan
Celebrate the centenary of the publication of JM Barrie’s novel Peter Pan.  
Dr Stephanie Owen Reader will deliver a lecture on this childhood classic, 
before participants break into groups for further discussion over a glass 
of wine. 

Dr Stephanie Owen Reeder spent most of her working life as a Hansard 
editor at Federal Parliament, but her first love has always been children’s 
literature. She has tutored in children’s literature at the University of 
Canberra and lectured in Children’s Literature for Literacy at the Australian 
Catholic University.  She is also the author and illustrator of six children’s 
books, and an award-winning reviewer of children’s picture books.  She 
reviews for both The Canberra Times and Australian Book Review. 

Tuesday 31 May, 6pm
Conference Room and Friends Lounge
$10 Friends/ $15 non-members (light refreshments provided)
Bookings required: 02 6262 1698 or friends@nla.gov.au

Dr Stephanie Owen Reeder
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Free Film Screenings
The Friends of the National Library in association with the Reel McCoy 
Film Society present fortnightly film screenings exclusively for members 
of both organisations. Membership cards must be shown at the door and 
membership to either organisation can be arranged on the night.

2 March The Defiant Ones (1958)

16 March Three Colours: Blue (1993)

30 March Raising Arizona (1987)

13 April Viktor und Viktoria (1933)

27 April Whistle Down the Wind (1961)

11 May Odd Man Out (1947)

25 May Park Row (1952)

Full details of these movies can be viewed online at www.nla.gov.au/
events or call 02 6262 1698 for further information. 

Theatre, 6pm, free
Bookings not required.
Bookings required: 02 6262 1698 or friends@nla.gov.au

National Library Bookshop Special Offer
Batavia by Peter FitzSimons 
Sale Price $39.95   RRP $49.95

The story is set in 1629, when the pride of the Dutch East India Company, 
the Batavia, is on its maiden voyage en route from Amsterdam to the 
Dutch East Indies, laden down with one of the greatest treasures to leave 
Holland. The magnificent ship is already boiling over with a mutinous 
plot that is just about to break into the open when, just off the coast of 
Western Australia, it strikes an unseen reef in the middle of the night. 
Peter FitzSimons latest work is a gripping retelling of this perilous story  
of mutiny on the high seas. 

This offer is available only to members of Friends of the National Library 
of Australia. To order a copy, please phone 1800 800 100 or  
email nlshop@nla.gov.au , and quote your membership number.  
Mail orders within Australia incur a $5 postage and handling fee.  
OFFER ENDS 31 MAY 2011. OFFER NOT EXTENDED TO ONLINE ORDERS AND  
NO FURTHER DISCOUNTS APPLY.

Online Bookshop Offer 
In conjunction with the bookshop, the Friends are pleased to announce 
a special offer for Friends members who make a purchase using the 
online bookshop. For any purchase made by a Friend during the currency 
of this newsletter (that is, until the end of May 2011), they will receive free 
copies of Olive Cotton: Photographer AND The Quiet Observer: Cazneaux.   
These books showcase exquisite photographs taken by renowned 
photographers Olive Cotton and Harold Cazneaux, all which are found in 
the National Libraries collections. This is an excellent offer for Friends, as 
the value of both titles retails for $69.90.

This offer is in addition to the usual Friends’ discount and any other offers 
advertised on the Library Shop web site. 
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New Library Publications

In Bligh’s Hand: Surviving the Mutiny on the Bounty
By Jennifer Gall

Just before Sun Rise the People Mutinied seized me while asleep in my 
Cabbin tied my Hands behind my back.’ So begins Lieutenant William 
Bligh’s account of the 47-day voyage in the Bounty’s launch from Tofua to 
Timor, following a dramatic mutiny on the ship, led by Fletcher Christian, 
on 28 April 1789. The journey of the 19 men in the 23-foot boat, recorded 
by Bligh in a notebook, was fraught with danger—storms and high seas, 
indigenous people defending their land, near starvation, and tense and 
explosive relations between the sailors and their commander. All but 
one man survived to reach Timor—an incredible feat given the appalling 
conditions under which the men suffered. 

In Bligh’s Hand: Surviving the Mutiny on the Bounty brings this gripping tale 
to life. Through selected facsimile pages from Bligh’s notebook, author 
Jennifer Gall gives readers an insight into the character of Bligh, whose 
iron will and stubborn adherence to a relentless regime of rationing and 
navigational calculations kept the launch on course and saved the lives 
of his men.

ISBN 978-0-642-27705-3
2011, pb, 250 x 220 mm, 252 pp
RRP $34.95

A Brilliant Touch: Adam Forster’s Wildflower Paintings
By Christobel Mattingley

Adam Forster was not only an artist, he was a naturalist whose 
dearest aim was to learn more of the wonders of an Australia which 
he loved so much. (Thistle Harris, Wild Flowers of Australia, 1938)

Adam Forster (1848–1928) began life as Carl Ludwig August Wiarda 
in East Friesland (Germany). After serving in the Franco-Prussian War, 
he spent many years as a businessman in South Africa. From there, 
he migrated to Sydney, in 1891, changing his name to create a more 
acceptable identity in the British colony. A few years later, Forster was 
appointed Registrar of the Pharmaceutical Board, an office he held for 
over 20 years until his retirement. 

 However, it is Forster’s passion for the flora of his adopted country that 
is the focus of A Brilliant Touch. Forster was a skilled, self-taught botanical 
artist whose goal was to paint one thousand species of Australian 
wildflowers. To this end, on weekends, he travelled all over the Sydney 
region and country New South Wales to sketch and collect plant 
specimens. 

ISBN 978-0-642-27717-6
2011, hb, 198 x 154 mm, 180 pp
RRP $34.95
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The Business of Nature: John Gould and Australia
By Roslyn Russell

This is the story of John Gould, the gardener’s son, whose driving energy 
and endless enthusiasm would see him achieve enduring renown as the 
‘father of Australian ornithology’. In 1838, Gould and his wife, Elizabeth, 
made the greatest sacrifice for his work, leaving behind their family and 
home in London to travel to the far-flung colony of Van Diemen’s Land, 
from where Gould would travel around the mainland to observe the 
native fauna. Gould’s artists—Elizabeth foremost among them—would 
depict these creatures in exquisite lithographs, accompanied by Gould’s 
commentary. With all the acumen of a shrewd Victorian entrepreneur, 
Gould established a thriving business that took him into the world of 
the British aristocracy and the scientific elite. His is a tale of enduring 
love and of a man’s unending ability to see beauty in nature, despite the 
greatest of life’s tragedies.

The Business of Nature provides a brief sketch of the life of John Gould, 
whose classic volumes, The Birds of Australia and The Mammals of 
Australia, have been admired by generations of Australians. The 
publication features over 130 colour plates of some of Australia’s 
favourite birds and mammals from Gould’s works held by the National 
Library of Australia.

ISBN 978-0-642-27699-5
2011, hb, 284 x 233 mm, 228 pp
RRP $49.95

New Discount for Friends Members
The Australian Chamber Orchestra is pleased to offer members of the 
Friends of the National Library an ongoing 10% discount on tickets for 
performances at Llewellyn Hall, Canberra. 2011 performance highlights 
will include Mozart’s Eine kleine Nachtmusik, Schubert’s String Quintet 
and Beethoven Symphony No.6. Explore the season, listen to music clips 
and watch videos online at www.aco.com.au. Discounted tickets can be 
purchased only through the ACO website or by phoning 1800 444 444 
(discount not available through Ticketek). To receive your discount please 
ensure you quote the promotion code MUSIC at the time of booking.


