
2018 National Library of Australia 
End of Financial Year Appeal 

nla.gov.au/support-us/PROMPT

Cheque/money order:  
Please make payable to the National Library of Australia.

Credit card:  
Please charge my 

n Mastercard       n Visa       n American Express

Name on card: 

Card number: 

    /     /     /      

Security number: (American Express only) 

Expiry date:  /  

Signature:  

Date: 

n   I wish my donation to remain anonymous.

n  Please contact me to discuss making a bequest 
 to the National Library. 

n  I have made a bequest to the National Library.

n    I prefer not to receive further mail of this kind from  
the National Library. 

Send donations to:
Director, Development Office
Reply Paid 83091 
National Library of Australia, Parkes, ACT 2600

Tel: 02 6262 1336   
Email: development@nla.gov.au

ABN 28 346 858 075

The personal information that we collect and hold about you will be used 
only for the purpose of providing you with information about the Library’s 
programs, activities and services that may be of interest, and responding to 
and managing related financial transactions. 

We will not disclose your personal information to a third party unless you 
consent, or we are required or authorised by law to do so. Our privacy policy 
is available at nla.gov.au/policy-and-planning/privacy-policy.

A preservation staff member assesses performing 
arts scrapbooks from the PROMPT collection.

HELP PUT LILY 
BACK IN THE 
SPOTLIGHT  

DONATE NOW

front cover: Lily Brayton as Iseult in 1906,  
Oscar Ashe and Lily Brayton Scrapbooks  
compiled by Maysie Hailes, nla.cat-vn1992586



Thank you for supporting the National Library of Australia.

I wish to make a donation of $  

I wish to donate to:
 

n   PROMPT performing arts scrapbooks

n   Conservation and digitisation of the Library’s collection

Name/s: (title, given name, surname, postnominals)

Address: 

State/Territory:   Postcode: 

Email: 

Tel: (mob)   Tel: (w) 

Tel: (h) 

I would like my donation to be receipted and acknowledged  

in the name of: 

Donations at all levels are welcome. By donating $1,000  
or more, you can become a Patron of the National Library.  
All Bronze ($10,000 and above), Silver ($25,000 and above),  
Gold ($100,000 and above), Platinum ($250,000 and above) 
and Principal ($1 million and above) Patrons will be  
recognised on an Honour Board in the National Library.

(Continued overleaf)

Donation Form 

To support performing arts scrapbooks in the PROMPT 
collection, you can donate online at nla.gov.au/support-us/
PROMPT, or return the donation form below. Donations  
over $2 are tax-deductible.

This appeal closes on 31 July 2018. Any donations received 
after this date will be directed towards conservation, 
digitisation and online access to the Library’s collection. 

Fragile pages from My Ballet Diary compiled by S. Gans,  
between 1952 and 1956, nla.cat-vn1834543
 

Fragile scrapbooks of performing arts ephemera 
dating from 1857 are a captivating part of the 
National Library’s collection. They include records 
of performances by Dame Nellie Melba, Essendon 
Musical Society concerts and photos of circus and 
vaudeville performers.

Nestled within the brittle pages of two of the scrapbooks 
are images of British actress and singer Lily Brayton.  
On the brink of the First World War, Lily met and married 
Australian actor, producer and director Oscar Asche.

Together they starred in a series of successful shows,  
including Shakespeare’s Taming of the Shrew and 
musical comedy Chu Chin Chow, which was written 
and directed by Oscar.

A diligent fan lovingly collected images, programs, 
tickets and news clippings relating to this theatrical  
duo. The scrapbooks are now part of the  
PROMPT collection.

The PROMPT collection is rich in material spanning theatre, 
vaudeville, ballet, opera and burlesque, all from a time when 
the stage provided a consistent source of entertainment.

The ephemera within the ageing scrapbooks is an 
irreplaceable record of social customs, popular culture  
and major events in our history. Some depict the impact  
of the First World War, while My Ballet Diary from the 1950s 
tells a more intimate tale of a young girl and the ballerinas 
she idolised.

But these scrapbooks are extremely fragile, so the beautiful 
images of Lily, Oscar and many others remain hidden from 
view. The pages are brittle and torn, the spines are cracked. 
They are too delicate for researchers to handle.

We need your help to put Lily and Oscar back in  
the spotlight where they belong. DONATE NOW  
to assist in stabilising the scrapbooks and digitising  
them for researchers around the world to discover. 

Complete and return the attached form or visit  
nla.gov.au/support-us/PROMPT.


