
 

Treasures Gallery 
 
 

The Treasures Gallery highlights the extraordinary holdings of the National Library of 
Australia. From ephemera to oral histories, rare books to handwritten manuscripts, 
photographs, oil paintings and watercolours to maps, the gallery is where you will find our 
most significant items. Be intrigued, surprised, challenged and amazed by the stories 
these rare treasures tell. To preserve the material for future generations, displays are 
changed regularly. From the journal James Cook kept on the Endeavour voyage (1768—
1771) and the landmark papers from the case of Edward Koiki Mabo, to the Library’s 
latest acquisitions, there is always something new and inspiring to see.  
 
From Monday 25 August, the Treasures Gallery will see its eighth iteration of content 
opened to the public, including new stories and acquisitions, and other extraordinary 
objects of national significance.  

 
 
10 am–5 pm daily 
Free exhibition 
Media Enquiries:  
Sally Hopman 02 6262 1704 or 0401 226 697 
 

Please Note: 
Images in this PDF are provided at  approximately A4 @ 300dpi. 
To extract the images from this PDF for reproduction, Adobe Acrobat Professional or 
Adobe InDesign software is required.   

 

 



 

Image captions 
 

Andreas Cellarius (c. 1596—1665) 
Scenographia systematis mundane Ptolemaici (Plan of the 
Ptolemaic world system) from Harmonia macrocosmica (The 
harmony of the universe)  1660 
hand-coloured engraving; 43 x 51 cm 
Rex Nan Kivell Collection (Maps), nla.map-nk10241 
 

  

James Cook (1728–1779) 
Endeavour journal  1768–1771  
ink; 34 x 52.5 cm 
Manuscripts Collection, nla.ms-ms1 

 

Moses Griffith  (1747–1819) 
Rainbow lorikeet  1772 
gouache on vellum; 30 x 23.5 cm 
Pictures Collection, nla.pic-vn6155314  
Recent Acquisition 

 

 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.map-nk10241
http://nla.gov.au/nla.ms-ms1
http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-vn6155314


 

John Webber (1752–1793) 
A sea otter  April 1778 
pencil, wash and watercolour; 20 x 26.5 cm 
Rex Nan Kivell Collection (Pictures), nla.pic-an2668094  

Samuel John Neele (1758–1824) 
Portrait of Bennilong [Bennelong], a native of New Holland, 
who after experiencing for two years the luxuries of England, 
returned to his own country and resumed all his savage habits 
London: C. Cooke,  c. 1810 
hand-coloured copper plate engraving, 21.2 x 16.5 cm 
Rex Nan Kivell Collection (Pictures), nla.pic-an9353128 

 

Woollarawarre Bennelong (c. 1764–1813) 
Letter to Mr Phillips  29 August 1796 
ink; 22.5 x 19.0 cm 
Rex Nan Kivell Collection (Manuscripts), nla.cat-vn1805039 

 

 

The Hairy Wild Man from Botany Bay from A tour through the 
Apollo Gardens, in Gawsworth, near Macclesfield, Cheshire 
Congleton: J. Dean,  1802 
Rex Nan Kivell Collection (Australian Rare Books), nla.aus-f361a-
s3 

 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an2668094
http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an9353128
http://nla.gov.au/nla.aus-f361a
http://nla.gov.au/nla.aus-f361a


 

Parramatta Sunday Schools 1815 banner 
cotton, paint, ink on silk, readymade cotton fringe and ribbon;  
72 x 64.8 cm  
Pictures Collection, nla.pic-an7754301 

 

 

John Thomas Baines (1820–1875)  
The artist and members of the North Australian Expedition 
loading horses, January 1856  1857 
oil on canvas; 45.1 x 65.5 cm 
Rex Nan Kivell Collection (Pictures), nla.pic-an2280919-1 

 

Charles Nettleton (1826–1902) 
Ned Kelly in irons at Melbourne gaol the day before his 
execution   10 November 1880 
albumen silver print mounted on carte-de-visite; 9 x 6 cm 
Australian Rare Books Collection, nla.pic-an7606965 
 

 

Mickey of Ulladulla (c. 1820s–1891) 
Fishing, boats and native flora and fauna  1880s 
pencil, watercolour and ink; 44 x 55.4 cm 
Pictures Collection, nla.pic-an6429028 
 

 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an7754301
http://www.nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an2280919-1
http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an7606965
http://www.nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an6429028


 

Bill Constable (1906–1989) 
Costume design for Romeo in the Borovansky Ballet 
production of Les amants eternels (The eternal lovers)  1952 
watercolour and gouache on card; 32 x 27 cm 
Pictures Collection, nla.pic-vn3310072 
 

 

 

Athol Shmith (1914–1990) 
Portrait of Chester Wilmot,  between 1948 and 1954 
gelatin silver print; 49.6 x 39.2 cm 
Pictures Collection, nla.pic-an12116088 

 

 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-vn3310072
http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an12116088
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