
 

Treasures Gallery 
 
 

The Treasures Gallery highlights the extraordinary holdings of the National Library of 
Australia. From ephemera to oral histories, rare books to handwritten journals, 
photographs, oil paintings and watercolours to maps, the gallery is where you will find 
some of our most significant items. To preserve the material for future generations, 
displays are changed regularly.  
 
This permanent exhibition tells some of the nation’s greatest stories, including the epic 
voyages of Cook and Bligh, the death of Burke and Wills in central Australia and the 
momentous Mabo land rights case. Recently refreshed with new items, the gallery 
currently features one of the earliest drawings of the polar bear, the first European 
depiction of an Australian bird, explorer and artist Thomas Baines’ very rare lantern 
slides, a book of verse poignantly inscribed by Henry Lawson to his wife and a bookcase 
hand-carved by poet Dorothea Mackellar as a girl. The gallery also displays The Gallipoli 
letter, written by Keith Murdoch in September 1915 and recently inscribed on the 
UNESCO Australian Memory of the World Register. 
 
From Monday 2 March, the Treasures Gallery’s ninth iteration of content will be open to 
the public and will include new stories and acquisitions and other extraordinary objects of 
national significance.  

 
 
10 am–5 pm daily 
Free exhibition 
Media Enquiries:  
Sally Hopman 02 6262 1704 or 0401 226 697 
 

Please note: 
Images in this PDF are provided at  approximately A4 @ 300dpi. 
To extract the images from this PDF for reproduction, Adobe Acrobat Professional or 
Adobe InDesign software is required.   

 

 



 

Image captions 
 

Johannes Janssonius (engraver, 1588–1664) 
after Andreas Cellarius (artist, c. 1596–1665) 
Scenographic view of the southern hemisphere with the 
starry vault and the earth (Haemisphaerium 
scenographicum Australe coeli stellati et terrae)  1660s 
from Harmonia macrocosmica (The harmony of the universe) 
hand-coloured engraving  
Rex Nan Kivell Collection (Maps), nla.map-nk6570 
 
  

James Cook (1728–1779) 
Endeavour journal  1768–1771  
ink; 34 x 52.5 cm 
Manuscripts Collection, nla.ms-ms1 

 

Moses Griffith  (1747–1819) 
Rainbow lorikeet  1772 
gouache on vellum; 30 x 23.5 cm 
Pictures Collection, nla.pic-vn6155314  
Recent Acquisition 

 

 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.map-nk6570
http://nla.gov.au/nla.ms-ms1
http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-vn6155314


 

John Webber (1752–1793) 
White bear  1779 
pencil, pen, ink and wash; 31.2 x 45.2 cm 
Rex Nan Kivell Collection (Pictures), nla.pic-an2668084 

 

John Flamsteed (1646–1719) 
Atlas coelestis 
London: 1729 
engraving and letterpress; 55 x 77 cm  
Maps Collection, nla.cat-vn4854772  

 

Attributed to John Richardson Glover (1790–1868)  
Copy of John Glover’s A corroboree of natives near Mills’ 
Plains  c. 1840 
oil on canvas; 55.5 x 69.4 cm 
Rex Nan Kivell Collection (Pictures), nla.pic-an2246425 

 
 

The Hairy Wild Man from Botany Bay  
from A tour through the Apollo Gardens, in Gawsworth, 
near Macclesfield, Cheshire 
Congleton: J. Dean, 1802; 27 x 21.4 cm 
Rex Nan Kivell Collection (Australian Rare Books), nla.aus-
f361a-s3 

 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an2668084
http://nla.gov.au/nla.cat-vn4854772
http://www.nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an2246425
http://nla.gov.au/nla.aus-f361a
http://nla.gov.au/nla.aus-f361a


 

Parramatta Sunday Schools 1815 banner 
cotton, paint, ink on silk, readymade cotton fringe and ribbon;  
72 x 64.8 cm  
Pictures Collection, nla.pic-an7754301 

 

 

John Thomas Baines (1820–1875)  
Bowman the horse keeper and the artist threatened with 
spears while searching for stray horses near the Baines 
River, Victoria River, Northern Territory  c. 1867 
oil on photographic image on glass, cedar; 11.3 x 17.4 cm  
Rex Nan Kivell Collection (Pictures), nla.pic-an4054180 

 

Charles Nettleton (1826–1902) 
Ned Kelly in irons at Melbourne gaol the day before his 
execution  10 November 1880 
albumen silver print mounted on carte-de-visite; 9 x 6 cm 
Australian Rare Books Collection, nla.pic-an7606965 
 

 

Mickey of Ulladulla (c. 1820s–1891) 
Ceremony, native flora and fauna  1880s  
pencil, watercolour and ink; 42.8 x 55.4 cm 
Pictures Collection, nla.pic-an6429031 

 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an7754301
http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an4054180
http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an7606965
http://www.nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an6429031


 

Eugene von Guérard (1811–1901) 
Koort Koort-nong homestead, near Camperdown, Victoria, 
with Mount Elephant in the distance  1860  
oil on canvas; 50.8 x 83.9 cm 
Rex Nan Kivell Collection (Pictures), nla.pic-an2253206 
  

 

Max Dupain (1911–1992) 
Portrait of Damien Parer  early 1940s 
gelatin silver print on fibre-based paper; 36.8 x 29.9 cm 
Pictures Collection, nla.pic-an11845931 

 

 

Peggy Sager and Kathleen Gorham, Borovansky Ballet  
1950s 
gelatin silver print; 23.3 x 19.9 cm 
Geoffrey Ingram Archive of Australian Ballet (Pictures), nla.pic-
vn3421475 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an2253206
http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an11845931
http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-vn3421475
http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-vn3421475


 

Charles Benazech (1767/8–1794) 
Lt. Bligh and his crew of the ship Bounty hospitably 
received by the governor of Timor  1791 
pen, ink and wash; 22.2 x 33 cm 
Rex Nan Kivell Collection (Pictures), nla.pic-an5944941 
 

 

 

Anne Clarke (b. 1947) 
Preliminary drawing for the portrait of Thea Astley  c. 1992 
oil on canvas; 22.5 x 22.5 cm 
Pictures Collection, nla.pic-an11555493-2 
 

 

 

 

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an5944941
http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an11555493-2
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